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ABOUT THE FOUNDATION

THE DIRECTOR’S
REMARKS
—

secondary and higher education. Furthermore, we launched a
number of scholarships at international organisations (United
Nations, Hungarian cultural institutes) or accepted partnership
in international programmes already existing (e.g. Fulbright,
Erasmus+) to maintain a channel for gifted young people to
experience an international working environment.
Besides talent management, research activities and the
popularisation of academic results are the sinews of our
institution. The priorities of our work, conducted at the
main office in Budapest, our international outlet in Brussels,
and two regional offices in the Hungarian university towns
of Pécs and Győr, are to foster institutional cooperation
within and without the boundaries of Hungary and to deepen
academic collaboration internationally. The Knowledge Centre
is progressively becoming a think tank which is indispensable
in certain fields (e.g. European Union, V4 Cooperation,
transatlantic relations, the future of East Asia and the Middle
East, security policy, sustainable development, technological
and societal innovation) not only in a domestic but also in a
regional context.

PÉTER ANTALL, DIRECTOR
In January 2008, the European Parliament decided to name
one of the wings of its buildings after Hungarian Prime Minister
József Antall. The ceremonial inauguration took place a year
after, in January 2009. This gesture clearly made me realise
the extent to which my father’s name is revered throughout
Europe fifteen years after his death. The Antall József Knowledge
Centre was still in the formative phase, but it already garnered
the support of remarkable personalities such as German
Minister of Finance Wolfgang Schäuble who not only knew my
father, but they held one another in high esteem. Upon hearing the
name, József Antall, European heads of states, former ministers,
and decision-makers at European Union bodies accepted
our invitation to take part in the International Board of Senior
Advisors of the Knowledge Centre or our different academic
events. Feedback from former colleagues of my father, such
as that of Chancellor Helmut Kohl, who had already retired
at the time when he accepted to be our honorary chairman,
strengthened our ideas that an institute for political and social
studies would contribute to the continuous appreciation of the
name Antall in Europe.

Our academic duties are completed by a wide-ranging book
publishing activity. Books released by the AJKC Publishing
Office are conveying the message of the most significant
thinkers of our times and the recent past available to a
Hungarian audience interested in political and social studies.
Our specialised books react to the most significant trends
in social and economic life and provide an output for the
newest writings with the state-of-the-art findings in the
fields of international relations, geopolitics, economics,
and psychology. Our publishing profile is further diversified
with university textbooks and essay collections written and
compiled by our own research team, as well as the quarterly
magazine In Focus.
This is where we are today. We have reached this point by 2019
on the road we took a decade ago. According to my plans, the
next ten years will be about making our institution internationally
renowned and to earn a place in academic discourse and
become an indispensable institution on a European level as
well. Our profile has been constantly streamlined in the past ten
years, our strong points stood out, and an academic community
was born out of the cooperation among our colleagues and
partners. All the munitions, organisational as well as intellectual,
are now at the disposal of the Antall József Knowledge Centre
to live up to similar European institutions named after illustrious
European statesmen and to reach widespread international
recognition.

From the outset, I thought it important to carry on the
intellectual legacy of Antall in the activities of the Knowledge
Centre. Therefore, we put transatlantic relations, European
integration, foreign and security policy, cross-border national
unity, and talent management as the cornerstones of our
activity as an institute. This latter was not only a labour of love
for him but personally for me, too—because I realised where my
talents lay relatively late. This is why that, during the 10-year
existence of AJKC, our colleagues organised countless event
series, workshops, roundtable discussions in order to help the
occupational orientation and development of those enrolled in
11
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MRS KLÁRA ANTALL, FOUNDER
In the spring of 2009, the József Antall Building of the European
Parliament in Brussels was inaugurated. It was at the conference
organised on this occasion that I announced the establishment
of the Antall József Knowledge Centre (AJKC). At the time, I did
not anticipate that, in only a couple of years, we would achieve
the kind of results you are going to read about in this anniversary
brochure, neither did I foresee that we would inaugurate the bust
of my husband in the building bearing his name and open the
Knowledge Centre’s Brussels Office.
The Knowledge Centre has come a long way in the past ten years.
The initiative to create an institution, named after my husband, where
talent management and research in the field of social studies are
conducted, has become an institution that is renowned nationwide as
well as internationally, and, today, it provides a place where talented
and ambitious youngsters pursue their goals in fields important to
the one-time Prime Minister. It is especially delightful to see young
colleagues at the Knowledge Centre constantly having in mind the
same values that drove József Antall as a politician. Realising the
dedication of youngsters to keep the intellectual legacy of Antall
alive in the 21st century fills me with joy and pride. This, looking
back from ten years, reinforces me that founding the Knowledge
Centre was indeed a first step on the right course.
Special acknowledgements and thanks are due for the International
Board of Senior Advisors, through which we are proud to welcome
Europe’s outstanding statesmen, as well as former colleagues and
friends of my husband. It is a tragic loss that some of them has
passed away—most recently the intimate friend of my husband,
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl. At the same time, a younger
generation of politically responsible people stand by the Knowledge
Centre, and, thus, I firmly hope that the next ten years will see this
institution, named after my husband, continually be a source of
pride for itself and the country.
12
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FOUNDATION BOARD
—
MRS KLÁRA
ANTALL

Is wife of József Antall, the first freelyelected Prime Minister of Hungary after
the regime change. Is Founder of the Antall
József Knowledge Centre, established in
2010. In 2014, Polish President Bronisław
Komorowski awarded her the Grand
Cross of the Order of Merit of the Republic
of Poland.

—
DR GYÖRGY
NÓGRÁDI

Studied and obtained his doctorate in 1974
at the Budapest University of Economics.
Earned his Candidate in Military Science
in 1986 and his university professor status
in 1997. Is Head of the Research Institute
of Defence and Security Science, expert
on security policy. Is Member of the
academic advisors’ council of the Austrian
Minister of Defence. Is Chairman of AJKC’s
Foundation Board.

DR ATTILA
MISETA

Pursued his medical studies in Pécs.
Is a medical laboratory specialist and
acts as the Chair of the Department of
Laboratory Medicine of the University of
Pécs. Became a professor in 2006. Served
as the Vice Dean of the Medical School
of the University of Pécs from 2006 to
2010, then as Dean from 2010 to 2018.
Has been the Rector of the University of
Pécs since 1 July 2018.

—
Was the Vice Director of the Institute of
Archaeology and the Rector’s Secretariat.
Habilitated in 2002, and has been Doctor
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences
(HAS) since 2004. Served as Head of
the Department of Classical Archaeology
and the Institute of Archaeology. Has
been a corresponding member of HAS
since 2014. Was Dean of the Faculty of
Humanities of ELTE from 2015 to 2017,
and was elected its Rector in 2017.

—
DR PÉTER
FÖLDESI

Has been Senior Lecturer at the Faculty
of Law and Political Sciences of Eötvös
Loránd University (ELTE) since 1983. From
2000 to 2008, served as Dean of ELTE’s
Faculty of Law and Political Sciences
and, from 2010 to 2017, as its Rector. Has
been doctor of the Hungarian Academy
of Sciences (HAS) since 2011. From 2012
to 2014, acted as Head of the Hungarian
Rectors’ Conference.

—

—
DR LÁSZLÓ
BORHY

DR BARNA
MEZEY

ANNAMÁRIA
STEINER-ISKY

Graduate of CUB and a former EU
professional with mainly policy expertise.
Worked as a policy advisor in the European
Parliament (2009–2014). Designed
innovative policy initiatives for the State
Secretary for European Affairs during the
Hungarian V4 presidency year (2017–2018).
Now advising the Ministerial Commissioner
in the PM Office on governance scholarships
abroad. Has been a guest speaker in the
Robert Schuman Institute since 2014.

—
Graduate d from the Facult y of
Transportation Engineering of the
Budapest University of Technology,
earned his CSc in 1994, and his PhD
in 2004. Has worked as Lecturer at
Széchenyi István University since
1995. His field of research include
soft-computing and its applications
in logistics. Is Head of Department of
Logistics and Forwarding and Rector of
the University since 2013.

ZSOLT
SZABÓ

Graduated in 1998 from the Budapest
Collage of Foreign Trade, and in 2004,
earned his degree in Economics at ELTE.
Worked for the Robert Schuman Institute,
the Antall József Foundation, and the
Foundation for a Civic Hungary. From 2013
to 2016, was Deputy Director General at
the Balassi Institute. Currently works as
Project Leader Expert at the Hungarian
Equivalence and Information Centre.
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—
KLÁRA
BREUER

—
DR KÁROLY
GRÚBER

Has worked in various positions at
embassies including Washington,
London, and Vienna. Was Senior Foreign
Policy Advisor to Former President
Ferenc Mádl and Chief of Staff of Former
Foreign Minister János Mar tonyi.
Is current Hungarian Ambassador to
Portugal. Successfully facilitated the
accession of Hungary to the Community
of Portuguese Language Countries
(CPLP) as observer.
Has worked at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Trade of Hungary since 1999
in various positions. Served as Head of
the Foreign and Security Policy Office
of the Permanent Representation of
Hungary in Brussels (PSC Ambassador).
Is current Head of Department in charge
of coordinating the EU’s Common Foreign
and Security Policy (CFSP). Is Associate
Professor at Széchenyi István University
and Lecturer at its Doctoral School
of Regional Economics and Business.

—
DR ZSOLT
HETESY

From 1997 to 2002, worked as Legal
Advisor at the Permanent Mission of
Hungary to the UN in New York. Was
General Director of the Information
Office from 2007 to 2010. Later worked
as Counter-terrorism Coordinator at
the Hungarian MFA. Served as Deputy
Permanent Representative at the
Permanent Mission of Hungary to the
UN in New York from 2012 to 2016. Current
Deputy Chief of Mission and Ambassador
at the Hungarian Embassy in Washington.
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Studied at the Management School of
Imperial College London and at the JF
Kennedy School of Harvard University.
Founded and directed the Centre of Grants
and Innovation at Semmelweis University.
Was Ministerial Commissioner, Deputy
State Secretary for Science Diplomacy
at the MFA. Is a strategic consultant
and Professor of Innovation and Science
Diplomacy at Semmelweis and Corvinus
Universities.

SUPERVISORY BOARD
—
Has been a top manager at different

PÁL ANTALL

—

—
DR TAMÁS
MAGYARICS

DR GÁBOR
PÖRZSE

DR ZOLTÁN
BARTOS

leasing companies since 1990 and was
Chairman of the Hungarian Leasing
Association from 2001 to 2006, then
CEO of Raiffeisen Leasing Ltd. from
2004 to 2007, CEO of Porsche Bank Ltd
between 1998 and 2004, and between
2007 and 2016. Current Executive Director
of Gránit Bank Ltd. Is Chairman of AJKC’s
Supervisory Board.

Current Head of the Museum Pedagogy
Department of the Museum of Fine Arts
in Budapest, Egyptologist. Has been
colleague of the Museum since 1987.
Between 1990 and 1995, took part
in the excavations of Eötvös Loránd
University, exploring the tomb of the scribe
Djehutimes in Thebes. Is Lecturer at the
Museum Pedagogy programme of ELTE
is Member of the Hungarian Society of
Ancient Studies.

—
Obtained his candidacy in 1997 and was
Deputy and later Head of the Department
of American Studies at ELTE for years. His
main fields of research are transatlantic
relations and the foreign policy of the
United States. From 2010 to 2011, was
Director of the Hungarian Institute
of International Affairs. In 2011, was
appointed Hungarian Ambassador to
Ireland. Currently works as habilitated
Associate Professor at the Faculty of
Humanities of ELTE.

DR PÉTER
KÁLLAY

Is an attorney-at-law. Born in Budapest
in 1964. Graduated from the Faculty of
Law of Eötvös Loránd University in 1989.
Founded his law firm in 1992 and acts as
its head. The company, working with a
staff of 10 people, primarily represents
Hungarian and international corporations,
in addition to supervising residential and
office building projects.

INTERNATIONAL BOARD
OF SENIOR ADVISORS
—

MIKULÁŠ
DZURINDA

1955, Spišský Štvrtok
Former Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic

Graduated from the College of Transport
and Communications and earned his PhD
in 1988. Served as Prime Minister of the
Slovak Republic between 1998 and 2006,
and later as Foreign Minister. Was Founder
and Chairman of the Christian Democratic
Movement and the Slovak Democratic
and Christian Union. Is current President
of the Brussels-based Wilfried Martens
Centre for European Studies.

The International Board of Senior
Advisors is composed of members who
hold former Prime Minister József Antall’s
endeavours in high esteem and value the
promotion of the intellectual traditions
associated with him.

—
DR WOLFGANG
BERGSDORF

1941, Bensberg
Former Advisor to Helmut Kohl

FRANCO
FRATTINI

Studied sociology, psychology, and political
science in Regensburg, Cologne, Bonn,
and Munich. Served as Advisor to Helmut
Kohl from 1993 to 1998. Was also Head of
the domestic section of the Federal Press
Office, and Rector of the University of
Erfurt from 2000 to 2007.

—

—
DR ERHARD
BUSEK

1941, Vienna
Former Vice Chancellor of the Republic
of Austria

DR MICHAEL
GEHLER

Earned his doctorate in Law at the
University of Vienna. Served as Minister
of Science and Research, then as
Minister of Education, and later as Vice
Chancellor of Austria. Is Chairman of
the Institute for the Danube Region and
Central Europe and Coordinator of the
Southeast European Cooperative Initiative.

—
JOSEPH
DAUL

1957, Rome
Former Foreign Minister of Italy

Served as Foreign Minister between
2002–2004, and 2008–2011. Was Vice
President of the European Commission
and European Commissioner for Justice,
Freedom, and Security. Also worked as the
President of the De Gasperi Foundation.
Is President of the Italian Society for
International Organization. Was awarded
the Knight Grand Cross of the Order of
Merit of the Italian Republic.

1962, Innsbruck
Professor at the University of Hildesheim

Served as Director of the Institute of
Modern and Contemporary Historical
Research at the Austrian Academy of
Sciences. Is Professor for Modern German
and European History at the Institute of
History of the University of Hildesheim and
Senior Fellow at the Center of European
Integration Research at the Rheinische
Friedrich Wilhelms University of Bonn.

—
1947, Strasbourg
President of the European People’s Party (EPP)

Served as Mayor of Pfettisheim and then
as Deputy Major and Vice President of
the Community of Communes of the
Kochersberg. Was a Member of the
European Parliament from 1999 to 2014
and served as Chairman of several EU
committees, as well as of the Group of the
European People’s Party in the European
Parliament. Is President of the EPP.

DR LUDGER
KÜHNHARDT

1958, Münster
Director of the Center for European
Integration Studies of the University of Bonn

Is Director of the Center for European
Integration Studies and Professor of Political
Science at the University of Bonn. Was
chair for Political Science at Albert Ludwigs
University of Freiburg, and acted as Dean of
its Faculty of Philosophy. Serves on several
academic and consultative boards. Was
Visiting Professor at many prestigious
universities and gives lectures regularly
across Europe.
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VYTAUTAS
LANDSBERGIS

1932, Kaunas
Former Head of State of Lithuania

DR WOLF
RAUCH

Was Member of the Lithuanian Reform
Movement “Sajudis” that strived to liberate
Lithuania from Soviet occupation. Later
became President of the Council, serving
as Head of State. Was Chairman of the
Commission for the New Constitution of
the country and of the State Delegation
for negotiations with the USSR.

—

—
DR TAMÁS
MÉSZÁROS

1946, Eger
Former Rector of the Corvinus Uiversity
of Budapest (CUB)

DR MOHAMMAD
SABAH AL-SALEM
AL-SABAH

Studied industry at the Karl Marx
University of Economics, the predecessor
to CUB. Acted as Financial Director
of the publishing house Akadémiai
Kiadó, then Head of the Department
of Applied Economics at CUB. Served
as Rector of CUB from 2004 to 2011.
Was Head of the Institute for Enterprise
Development and is Professor at CUB.

—
DR SHEIKHA BINT
ABDULLA
AL-MISNAD

1953, Doha
Former President of the University of Qatar

KAREL
SCHWARZENBERG

1937, Prague
Former Foreign Minister of the Czech Republic

Was President of the International
Helsinki Federation for Human Rights.
Was awarded the Human Rights prize
together with Lech Wałęsa in 1989. Was
Counsellor, then Chancellor to President
Václav Havel. Served as Foreign Minister
between 2007–2009 and 2010–2013.
Current Chairman of the Foreign Affairs
Committee of the Czech Parliament.

—
1952, Galvács
Former President of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences (HAS)

Studied physics in Szeged. Was Director
of the HAS Institute of Nuclear Research.
Was elected corresponding member of
HAS in 1995, then regular member in
2004. Served as Minister of Education
from 2001 to 2002. Was President of HAS
from 2008 to 2014. Acted as President of
the National Research, Development and
Innovation Office Hungary.

ABOUT THE FOUNDATION

1955, Kuwait City
Former Deputy Prime Minister of Kuwait

—

—
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Is Professor of the Institute of Information
Science and Information Systems at
the Karl-Franzens University in Graz.
Was Rector of the University from 1997
to 1999. Was President of the Austrian
Rector’s Conference in 1999. Is Member
of many national and international
information and telecommunications
associations and organisations. Is a
writer of several books and more than
200 dissertations on information science.

Graduated from Claremont McKenna
College and earned his doctorate at
Harvard University. Was granted an
honorary doctorate by the Corvinus
University of Budapest in 2013. Taught
at Kuwait Universit y and acted as
Ambassador to the US. Was Foreign
Minister from 2003 and Deputy Prime
Minister from 2006 to 2011. Has been a
Professor at Oxford University since 2011.

Studied at the University of Qatar and the
University of Durham. Is associated with a
wide-ranging educational reform project
at the University of Qatar. Is an Honorary
Professor of Law at Dalhousie University
and Honorary Professor for Civil Law at
the University of Durham, and Member
of renowned international organisations.

DR JÓZSEF
PÁLINKÁS

1952, Graz
Professor at the Karl-Franzens University
in Graz

HANNA
SUCHOCKA

1946, Pleszew
Former Prime Minister of the Republic
of Poland

Is a politician, lawyer, and university
professor. Served as the Prime Minister
of Poland between 1992 and 1993.
Later was Minister of Justice and
General Prosecutor of Poland, as well
as Ambassador to the Vatican. Has been
teaching at Adam Mickiewicz University
in Poznań, Poland since 2013.

DR RITA
SÜSSMUTH

—
DR ERWIN
TEUFEL

1937, Wuppertal
Former President of the Bundestag

DR BERNHARD
VOGEL

Studied history, sociology, psychology,
and pedagogy at the University of
Münster, the Eberhard Karls University
of Tübingen, and Sorbonne. Obtained
a doctorate in Pedagogy. Became a
Member of the CDU in 1981. Served as
Minister for Youth, Family and Health
Affairs from 1985 to 1988 and as
President of the Bundestag from 1988
to 1998. Has been Honorary Head of
the CDU Women’s Alliance since 1986.

1932, Göttingen
Former Prime Minister of the State of
Thuringia

Studied political science, sociology,
economics, and history. Member of
Parliament for the CDU. Was Minister
of Culture and later Prime Minister of
Rhineland-Palatinate, and then Prime
Minister of the State of Thuringia.
Was Chairman of the Konrad-AdenauerStiftung between 1989–1995 and 2001–
2009. Has been Honorary Chairman of
KAS since 2010.

1939, Rottweil
Former Prime Minister of Baden-Württemberg

Studied public administration. Was
Minister of Interior from 1972 to 1974,
and later Minister for Environmental
Protection in Baden-Wür ttemberg.
Served as Chairman of the CDU in state
legislature, and, from 1991 to 2005, as
Prime Minister of Baden-Württemberg. Is
current President of the Franco-German
Institute in Ludwigsburg.

DR ZBIGNIEW
BRZEZINSKI

1928–2017
Former US National Security Advisor

WILFRIED
MARTENS

Acted as an Advisor in John F Kennedy’s
presidential campaign in 1960, and was
National Security Advisor to President
Jimmy Carter from 1977 to 1981. Served
as Foreign Policy Adviser to President
Barack Obama. Was a Professor of
American Foreign Policy at Johns Hopkins
University and was a trustee for the Center
for Strategic and International Studies.

—
DR HELMUT
KOHL

1936–2013
President of the European People’s Party (EPP),
Former Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Belgium

Studied law and philosophy at the
Catholic University of Leuven. Was
the President of the Flemish Christian
People’s Party (CVP) and Prime Minister
of Belgium between 1979–1992. Also
served as President of the European
Union of Christian Democrats and of the
Christian Democrat International. Was a
Co-founder and President of the EPP.

—
1930–2017
Former Chancellor of the Federal Republic of
Germany and the reunified Germany

Studied international law, economics,
and history in Frankfurt and Heidelberg.
Joined the CDU in 1947. Later became
Prime Minister of Rhineland-Palatinate.
Served as Chairman of the CDU party
from 1973 to 1998. Was Chancellor of the
Federal Republic of Germany from 1982
to 1990, then Chancellor of the reunified
Germany from 1990 to 1998. Was Member
of the Bundestag for 26 years until 2002.

TADEUSZ
MAZOWIECKI

1927–2013
Former Prime Minister of Poland

Studied law at the University of
Warsaw. Served in Parliament as a
representative of the Catholic party
ZNAK. Was Co-founder and President
of the Democratic Union, contributed
to the establishment of the Democratic
Party. From 1989 to 1990, was the Prime
Minister of Poland.
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PARTNER
INSTITUTIONS
—
Since its foundation,
AJKC has established partnerships
with several institutions in Hungary
and abroad.

CORVINUS UNIVERSITY OF
BUDAPEST (CUB)
Established in 2003 through the integration
of several preeminent Hungarian
institutions in the realms of economics,
social sciences, and agricultural training,
CUB has a long history of education. With
its three faculties, CUB offers its students
a wide variety of BA and MA degrees,
nine PhD programmes, and a number of
postgraduate courses.

—
ANDRÁSSY UNIVERSITY
BUDAPEST (AUB)

EMIRATES POLICY CENTER (EPC)

Andrássy University Budapest relies on
the tradition of the German language,
especially in East and Central Europe. For
AUB students, access to professors from
around the world creates unique study
conditions, not achievable otherwise.
European topics, such as integration,
constitute the focus of research and
instruction of all disciplines, with special
regard to the East-Central European
countries and the Danube region.

The Emirates Policy Center is an independent
think tank based in Abu Dhabi, the United
Arab Emirates. The EPC was established in
September 2013 during the turmoil of the
“Arab Spring” to study internal and external
threats to nation states in the Arabian Gulf
region and the broader Arab world. The EPC
aims to determine and forecast the impacts
of geopolitical developments and changes
in the global balance of power on the UAE
and the region.

—

—

BAŞKENT UNIVERSITY

EÖTVÖS LORÁND UNIVERSITY
(ELTE)

The Ankara-based university, established in
January 1994, offers different educational
programmes through its eleven faculties
to around twelve thousand students. A
highlight of the cooperation between the
two institutes was the Knowledge Centre’s
annual conference focusing on foreign
and security policy, where two experts
represented the university.

Established in 1635, Eötvös Loránd
University is one of the oldest institutions
of higher education in Hungary. With its
eight faculties, ELTE covers a uniquely
broad spectrum of fields. Through its
extensive national and international
relations, ELTE provides students with
opportunities to immerse themselves
in their study and research both on the
national and international level.

—

18
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CONSULES

EUROPEAN ACADEMY OF DIPLOMACY
(EAD)

Founded in 2005, Consules is a non-profit
organisation that realises international
training programmes, using innovative
didactic methods. Besides providing
knowledge and expertise, Consules
also assists its project participants to
be successful in our very competitive
world and aims to foster a more efficient
educational culture that is in line with
internationally recognised standards.

Established in 20 0 4, E AD of fers
undergraduate, PhD, and leadership-level
programmes of the highest quality. Famous
for its methodology, internationality,
and outstanding lecturers, it prepares
diplomats, public officers, and leaders, as
well as representatives of the business,
academic, and NGO sectors to face the
challenges of a rapidly-changing and
globalising world.

EUROPEUM

HANNS-SEIDEL-STIFTUNG

EUROPEUM is a non-profit, non-partisan
Czech think tank, conducting research on
European integration. By promoting the
values of democracy, stability, freedom,
and solidarity, it contributes to a proactive
EU membership of the Czech Republic.
It also provides researches, publications,
and educational programmes, as well as
new ideas and concepts for European and
Czech policymakers.

Named after Former Bavarian Prime
Minister and CSU Chairman Hanns Seidel
and established in 1967, the foundation
embodies Christian-social values, which
influence its work both domestically
and abroad. The foundation’s political
education work is based on the idea of
incorporating the free development of
personality and personal responsibility
just as much as social responsibility
and solidarity.

—

—

FACULTY OF INTERNATIONAL AND
POLITICAL STUDIES, JAGIELLONIAN
UNIVERSITY, KRAKOW

HELLO TOMORROW HUNGARY

Founded in 1364, Jagiellonian University
is the oldest university of Poland. Its
Faculty of International and Political
Studies was established in 2000 and
started its operation a year later as a result
of the cooperation between four institutes
focusing on political science, ethnic
studies and diaspora, regional studies,
and the Polish language and culture.

Hello Tomorrow is a global organisation
gathering a community of the world’s
brightest talents who leverage science
and deep-tech to create a better future.
Hello Tomorrow initiates and propels
collaborations between the world’s most
promising projects and entrepreneurs,
executives, and inventors to bring
breakthrough technologies to market.

—

—

FACULTY OF INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS, UNIVERSITY OF
ECONOMICS, BRATISLAVA

HUNGARIAN ASSOCIATION OF
MILITARY SCIENCE (MHTT)

The Bratislava-based University of
Economics is one of the most important
higher education institutions in Slovakia.
Its faculty of international relations was
established in 2000 with the aim of
educating experts of high excellence who
will join the decision-making of Slovakia
on foreign affairs. The main foci of the
faculty are economic diplomacy and
international relations.

The objectives of the Hungarian Association
of Military Science include facilitating the
development of Hungarian military science
and embracing the intellectual heritage
of the Military Science Commission. It
seeks to put into practice the findings of
military science, provide its members with
academic training, and create a medium
for publishing Hungarian researchers’
results in the field.

—

—

FULBRIGHT PROGRAM

INSTITUTE FOR THE DANUBE
REGION AND CENTRAL EUROPE (IDM)

The Fulbright Program is a postgraduate
educational, research fellowship, and
exchange programme, founded by Senator
J William Fulbright in 1946. The basic
purpose of the programme is to facilitate
mutual understanding between countries
and provide opportunities for academic
research and a professional exchange of
thoughts. Hungary joined the programme
in 1978.

The Institute for the Danube Region and
Central Europe was founded in 1953
as a research institute for the Danube
Region issues. Since the 1993 election of
President Dr Norbert Leser and the 1995
election of President Dr Erhard Busek,
it has been gathering momentum and
widening its scope of research, currently
covering the whole Central and South East
Europe and part of the Black Sea region.
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INSTITUTE OF EUROPEAN STUDIES,
CHINESE ACADEMY OF SOCIAL
SCIENCES (CASS)

KUWAIT UNIVERSITY

The Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
is the highest academic research
institute, focusing on social sciences in
the People’s Republic of China. CASS
was established in 1977 with the goal
of advancing scientific research in the
fields of philosophy and social sciences.
The main academic divisions of CASS
consist of philosophy, literature, history,
economics, and law.

Kuwait University was established as
the country’s first national research
university in 1966. Its main priority is
the development of Kuwait’s knowledge
base and national resources to provide
the nation with leaders aware of the
future and current needs of the country.
It currently offers BA and MA programmes
in 16 fields on 5 campuses to more than
36.000 students. It launched its doctoral
programme in 2010.

—

KÜLÜGYI ÉS KÜLGAZDASÁGI INTÉZET
INSTITUTE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND TRADE
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—

INSTITUTE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
AND TRADE

NEW GENERATION PROGRAMME

The Institute for Foreign Affairs and
Trade carries out research related to
foreign affairs, organises courses and
trainings, and is laying the academic
foundations for Hungary’s democratic
foreign relations. It is also involved in the
analysis of global tendencies, European
integration trends, and the Central and
Eastern European security, diplomatic,
military, and economic issues.

The idea that the youth is essential
to making changes in Hungary is the
fundament of the New Generation
Programme. Realised both in Hungary
and the UK, the project, therefore,
focuses on talent management, and
supports the professional and personal
development of university students and
fresh graduates.

—

—

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND
SECURITY AFFAIRS RESOURCE
HUB (IRSEC HUB)

PRAGUE SECURITY STUDIES
INSTITUTE (PSSI)

IRSEC HUB is a webpage collecting
fellowship programmes and distributing
information on international relations
and security affairs, particularly on the
Visegrad region. It provides a wide range
of scientific publications and educational
programmes organised by experts and
partner institutions.

The Prague Security Studies Institute is
a non-profit NGO established in 2002 to
facilitate the unfolding of a just, secure,
democratic, and free market-based
society in the Czech Republic and the
other post-communist countries of the
region. PSSI is to create an expanding
circle of experts who are committed to
consolidating democratic values and
institutions.

—

—

KONRAD-ADENAUER-STIFTUNG
(KAS)

QATAR UNIVERSITY

The Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung is a
political foundation, which was named
after German Chancellor Konrad Adenauer,
whose work and personality shape the role
of the foundation and its commitments.
There are 80 KAS offices worldwide
maintaining more than 200 projects in
over 120 countries. In Hungary, it started its
operation in 1990, focusing on democratic
and market economy development.

Qatar University was founded in 1993,
admitting a mere 150 students. Due to
the rapid development of the country, the
need to expand soon became evident.
Consequently, today it is made up of 7
colleges and more than 16.000 students.
Addressing local and regional challenges
are in the focus of both education and
research. It offers programmes in seven
fields.

KOLOZSVÁRI KAR

QUANTUM LEAP

THE MOSHE DAYAN CENTER FOR
MIDDLE EASTERN AND AFRICAN
STUDIES (MDC)

The goal of Quantum Leap is the
incubation and development of innovative
business ideas and start-ups that are
capable of inducing significant social
changes. Technological innovations
shape people’s thoughts, therefore,
future generations will have an innovative
approach toward economy. Sudden and
unlimited profit-making will be replaced
by new economic forms that are based
on knowledge-sharing.

The Moshe Dayan Center for Middle
Eastern and African Studies (MDC) at
Tel Aviv University is a non-partisan,
interdisciplinary research centre. MDC
regularly publishes short-form analyses
of contemporary developments, as well as
long-form monographs, hosts a series of
events and activities, and provides support
to affiliated researchers.

—

—

SAPIENTIA HUNGARIAN
FACULTY IN CLUJ-NAPOCA
UNIVERSITY OF TRANSYLVANIA

THE POLISH INSTITUTE OF
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS (PISM)

The Sapientia Hungarian University of
Transylvania is the independent university
of minority-status Hungarians in Romania.
Its faculty in Cluj-Napoca was established
in 2002. There are currently 300 students
and around 50 instructors. The faculty
offers BA and MA programmes in four
areas of studies: environmental science,
media, international relations and
European studies, and law.

The Polish Institute of International Affairs
is a leading and independent think tank
that conducts original, policy-focused
research. PISM provides advice to all
branches of government and contributes
to wider debates on international relations
in Europe and beyond. PISM also publishes
books and journals and houses one of the
best specialist libraries in Central Europe.

—

—

SZÉCHENYI ISVTÁN UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF PÉCS

Széchenyi István Universit y was
established in its present form in 2002,
with its eight faculties and one institute
located in Győr and Mosonmagyaróvár.
Technical training is of great importance,
and a close cooperation has evolved with
Audi Hungaria Ltd in this field. Since 2016,
teacher training in Győr and agricultural
and food sciences programmes in
Mosonmagyaróvár have also been offered.

The institution that boasts the title of
Hungary’s oldest university currently
offers full-range higher education on
10 faculties, and serves as the region’s
knowledge centre. Besides its high-quality
educational activities, research is a key
area providing continuous development
opportunities and international recognition
for both its students and professors.

—

—

THE ITALIAN SOCIETY FOR
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION
(SIOI)

WILFRIED MARTENS CENTRE FOR
EUROPEAN STUDIES

SIOI was established in 1944 in Rome to
spread knowledge on international policy
problems to ensure the set-up of a fair
and peaceful international community,
European unification, and the protection
of human rights. Then Foreign Minister
Alcide De Gasperi proposed its prompt
adhesion to the World Federation of the
United Nations Associations which was
then being established.

The Wilfried Martens Centre is the political
foundation of the European People’s Party
and an EU think tank. Its primary goals
include promoting Christian Democratic
values, contributing to formulating
national policies, convening political
foundations of the member states, and
facilitating political debates on the EU.
It also takes part in the preparation of
EPP programmes and policy documents.
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ABOUT JÓZSEF ANTALL
—
József Antall was the first democratically
elected prime minister after the regime
change who, during his tenure, laid the
fundations of the rule of law, the framework
of market economy, and Euroatlantic
consensus of Hungarian foreign policy.

József Antall was born into a family of lesser nobility on 8 April
1932 in Budapest as the second child of József Antall Senior
and Irén Szűcs. He went to the Piarist Secondary School of
Budapest, then studied Hungarian language and literature, as
well as history and archival studies at the Faculty of Humanities
of Eötvös Loránd University. Concurrent with completing a
pedagogical degree, he obtained a certification as a librarian
and museologist, and later a doctorate as well.
For a short period of time after acquiring his degree, József
Antall worked in the Hungarian National Archives and later in the
Pedagogical Institute, then started his career as a teacher. He
participated and led his students in the protests of 23 October
1956, as well as took part in the formation of the Christian Youth
Alliance and the reorganisation of the Independent Smallholders’
Party. In 1959, due to his political activities, József Antall was
prohibited from continuing his pedagogical career.
In the next couple of years, József Antall worked as a librarian,
conducted research in the field of the history of medicine and
published related books. In 1964, the Semmelweis Museum,
Library and Archives of the History of Medicine assigned him
first the position of Senior Research Fellow, then Deputy Director,
and ultimately that of Director. Besides contributing greatly to the
organisation of the museum, Antall continued to study politics
and 19th-century Hungarian national liberalism.

From early 1988, Antall attended the events of the Hungarian
Democratic Forum (MDF), including its protests; he was
a permanent invited member of its directorial board and
committee. On 21 October 1989, he was elected Chairman by
the delegates, and it became instantly apparent that he was to
be appointed as a candidate for premiership. On 23 May 1990,
Antall was elected Prime Minister by the Parliament. As such,
he was constantly at the centre of political attacks. He also had
to fight his gradually-worsening illness. His cabinet established
the political and economic conditions for the regime change in
and outside of Hungary. As Chairman of MDF, he concluded
a coalition with the Independent Smallholders’ Party (FKgP)
and the Christian-Democratic People’s Party (KDNP). For the
sake of the governability of the country, he made a pact with
the Alliance of Free Democrats (SZDSZ). This agreement laid
the foundations for the parliamentary functioning of Hungarian
democracy. In the course of his governance, the COMECON was
dissolved, which contributed to the Euro-Atlantic orientation of
Hungary, the Warsaw Pact was terminated, and the occupying
Soviet forces withdrew from Hungary. In the realm of domestic
politics, Antall had to face hardships during his career: the taxi
blockade in the capital in 1990 and the withdrawal of the FKgP
from the coalition forced him to restructure his government;
that reorganisation ultimately saved his administration from
being toppled.
He and Klára Fülepp have two children, György and Péter.
Following a long illness, József Antall passed away on 12
December 1993 in Budapest.
“[…] the Hungarian Prime Minister displayed
the moderateness and astuteness that Central Europe
is in such need of.”
/Václav Klaus, Former Prime Minister of The Czech Republic, 1993/

By the time of the regime change, Antall had a firm political
stance and well-formed ideas, which he hoped to realise in
the framework of an existing centre-right political formation.
With this goal in mind, at the beginning of 1988, he joined the
movement of the opposition and founded the Budapest Branch
of the Parisian Organization of the Hungarian League of Human
Rights together with Árpád Göncz and many others.
“There is one thing I can say: I have no personal
career aims. I will serve as long as my service is of use.
I will do so as long as I can and the nation needs
my work.”

Photo: Péter Antall
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IN MEMORIAM
JÓZSEF ANTALL
—

were delivered by Dr János Lázár, Minister of the Prime
Minister’s Office, Dr Gergely Gulyás, Deputy Speaker of
the Parliament, Karla Wursterová, Executive Director of
the Visegrad Fund, and Mrs Klára Antall, Founder of the
Knowledge Centre.

ANTALL JÓZSEF AWARD
With the Antall Award, the Knowledge Centre acknowledges
the activities of those who have made lasting contributions to
the advancement of Hungary. In 2010, the award was given
to Zsuzsa Ayklerné Papp, Head of the Rakoczi Foundation
Canada. In 2012, AJKC conferred the award on Dr Bernhard
Vogel, former Prime Minister of Thuringia and former Head
of KAS. In 2014, Polish Ambassador Roman Kowalski was
presented with the award for his extraordinary efforts in
deepening Polish–Hungarian relations. In 2015, Dr József
Pálinkás, President of the National Research, Development
and Innovation Office Hungary and former President of
the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, received the award.
In 2017, the award was given to Frank Spengler, Resident
Representative of Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung in Hungary. In
2019, János Martonyi Former Foreign Minister of Hungary
was presented with the award.

—

JÓZSEF ANTALL BUILDING IN THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT
One of the wings of the new building of the European
Parliament was inaugurated in 2009 and named after the
first freely-elected Prime Minister of Hungary, József Antall.
Not only was József Antall the first Hungarian to have
an EP building named after him, but he was also the first
public figure from the newly-joined member states who was
granted this honour. On 2 February 2011, the Antall family, in
the presence of Dr László Kövér, Speaker of the Hungarian
Parliament, and Dr Jerzy Buzek, Speaker of the European
Parliament, gifted the original typewriter of the late Prime
Minister to the European Parliament.
On 2 April 2019, the Antall József Knowledge Centre celebrated
the 10th anniversary of the foundation of our institution and
inauguration of the Antall building in the European Parliament
in Brussels. At the event, speeches were delivered by Hans-Gert
Pöttering, Former President of the European Parliament, Antonio
López-Istúriz White, Secretary General of the European People’s
Party, Szabolcs Takács, Minister of state for EU Policy Coordination
at the Prime Minister’s Office, Hungary, József Szájer, Member
of the European Parliament, European People’s Party, and Péter
Antall, Director of the Antall József Knowledge Centre.

JÓZSEF ANTALL THE UNKNOWN – FILMIC PORTRAIT
The four-part filmic portrait, József Antall the Unknown, paints
an authentic picture not only of the late prime minister’s political
career but also of his personality and values to contemporaries
and youth born since the regime change. The film is unique
in that, to this day, it is the only cinematic work to stand as a
worthy tribute to the first democratically elected prime minister
after the regime change.

—

ANTALL 25
In honour of the 25th anniversary of the formation of the Antall
government, the Knowledge Centre organised a year-long event
series in 2015. The opening event of Antall 25 was the first
instalment in the four-part Variations on Europe conference
series, which was held on 31 March 2015 in Brussels in the
József Antall Building of the European Parliament. As part of
the conference, a bust of Prime Minister Antall was dedicated in
the wing of the European Parliament bearing his name, and the
Brussels Office of the Knowledge Centre was officially opened.

—

VISEGRÁD BRIDGE AWARD
The Visegrad Bridge Award was given by the International
Visegrad Fund and the Knowledge Centre to Lech Wałęsa,
Former President of Poland and one of the founders of the
Visegrad Cooperation, on the occasion of the 25th anniversary
of the regime change. The ceremony took place in the Upper
House of the Parliament of Hungary on 5 November. Speeches
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QUOTES AND PHOTOS
—
“His accomplishments in those changes that took
place in this part of Europe are unforgettable. József Antall
initiated the process to dismantle the Warsaw Pact.
He was co-founder of the Visegrad Group and the Central
European Initiative. He actively sought the way for his
country to enter the structures of NATO and the EU.”
/Lech Wałeşa, Former President of the
Republic of Poland, 1993/

—

Václav Havel, Lech Wałeşa. Photo: Hungarian News Agency (MTI)

“He fulfilled the duties of his high office with
bravery and sacrifice until the very last moment.
With the death of József Antall, Europe lost an
outstanding personality and Hungary lost a renowned
statesman. We, Germans, grieve a politician who tirelessly
fought for freedom and democracy, and exceptional
achievements in building Hungarian–German relations.
Personally I lost a good friend.”
/Helmut Kohl, Former Chancellor of the
Federal Republic of Germany, 1993/

—

Helmut Kohl. Photo: Attila Kisbenedek

“This Christian statesman wholeheartedly
served his nation with unwavering dedication
to the democratic principles of the rule of law, keeping
in mind the traditions and values of the 1000-year-old
Christian Hungary, while also standing for other
high human values, such as freedom—which
have always been a characteristic
of his great nation.”
/Pope John Paul II, 1993/

—

Pope John Paul II. Photo: Hungarian News Agency (MTI)

“My conviction is that history is the lifelong
work of great personalities. And he certainly was
a great personality. We owe it to his memory that
we should solve the problems awaiting us,
and that Hungary—which was always at the forefront
of this process—should show the way from
tyranny to the building of a free society.”
/Margaret Thatcher, Former Prime Minister
of the United Kingdom, 1993/

Margaret Thatcher. Photo: Hungarian News Agency (MTI)
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Ronald Reagan. Photo: Hungarian News Agency (MTI)

George HW Bush. Photo: White House Staff

Mikhail Gorbachev. Photo: Hungarian News Agency (MTI)

Queen Elizabeth II. Photo: Hungarian News Agency (MTI)
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BUDAPEST
OFFICE

OUR PREVIOUS
PROGRAMMES
—
The Antall József Knowledge Centre
of Political and Social Sciences started
operating in the new building of the
Corvinus University of Budapest
in spring 2010.
FIRST MILESTONES OF AJKC
One of the most significant events of the initial period was
a meeting for heads of state organised in cooperation with
Corvinus University and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
October 2011 on the occasion of the 20 th anniversary of
the founding of the Visegrad Cooperation. The conference,
entitled Economic Potential and Opportunities for Central
Europe, was held with the participation of V4 presidents,
Pál Schmitt, Václáv Klaus, Bronisław Komorowski, and Ivan
Gašparovič.
On 5 December in the same year, German Minister of
Finance Dr Wolfgang Schäuble received an honorary
doctorate from Corvinus University upon AJKC’s initiation.
The ceremony was accompanied by a conference, entitled
Europe at a Crossroads: Strategies for Competitiveness and

Growth, where Dr György Matolcsy, Hungarian Minister of
National Economy, Ivan Mikloš, Slovak Minister of Finance,
Tomáš Židek, Czech Deputy Minister of Finance, and Dan
Lazar, Romanian State Secretary for Finance, shared their
thoughts on the topics at hand.

—

PROGRAMME SERIES IN THE FIRST YEARS
Training young people, thereby complementing and
deepening knowledge gained in higher education, is a
top priority for AJKC. Initially, the audience of the AJKC
programme series comprised mostly students of Corvinus
University. Therefore, we organised events that were not
only informative but also exciting because of the person
presenting. Young people visiting our events could meet
and ask their questions from politicians, academics,
economists, and public figures.

—

FOREIGN AND SECURITY POLICY FIRST-HAND
Our first, and still ongoing, programme series is called
Foreign and Security Policy First-hand that aims to make
the security policy system and its challenges and risks more
transparent. We have had many speakers throughout the
years including active military personnel and high-ranking
officers, ambassadors, public diplomacy and security
experts, and university professors.
The popular lecture series launched a call for papers in
2013 in partnership with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for
students and young researchers in a security-policy-related
topic. Students with the best articles had the opportunity to
share their knowledge on NATO and Smart Defence in front
of a jury of experts.

—

FORUM CORVINUM

Meeting of V4 Heads of State. Photo: Népszabadság

Dr Wolfgang Schäuble. Photo: Népszabadság

28

OUR PREVIOUS PROGRAMMES

The Knowledge Centre launched a communication
and public speaking training called Forum Corvium in
September 2011 at the Corvinus University of Budapest.
The purpose of the lecture and seminar series was to
enhance the rhetorical skills of students, and prepare them
for public appearances. In its five years, the programme
attracted close to 10,000 students and 200 speakers. Many
renowned personalities of the Hungarian cultural scene
accepted our invitation including actors, psychologists,
journalists, news directors, advertising experts, news
anchors, and videobloggers.
In spring 2013, Forum Corvinum Core was launched that
concentrated on communication in the multinational
corporate environment, presenting prospects of
employment in the field of marketing and management.
Leaders from the following companies held lectures: OTP
Bank, McDonald’s Hungary, Microsoft Office Hungary,
Coca-Cola HBC Hungary, Google Hungary, Red Bull Hungary,
and the Hungarian jobs portal Profession.hu. Business Brunch
was the continuation of this series in an informal breakfast

setting held in English, which provided an opportunity
for students to improve their language competencies
and meet leaders of multinational companies. These
included Nestlé, Budapest Airport, Procter and Gamble,
and Unilever.

—

CAREER ACADEMY
The purpose of the series, launched in 2012, was to improve
students’ skills toward self-reliant career building. Topics
covered throughout the series included entrepreneurship,
careers as employees, improvement of leadership skills, and
female career building. Career Academy hosted lectures
and trainings by successful Hungarian experts.

WORDSHOP
WordShop was a regular workshop for secondary school
students from 2013 to 2018. The aims of WordShop were
to improve the communication skills of secondary school
students, and provide career guidance and assistance in
performing their community service through its trainings
and projects. The trainers put aside frontal education and
encouraged mindful learning, as well as relied on exercises
facilitating cooperation in small groups.

—

VITACORE
Launched in 2013, Vitacore was a debate series for students,
focusing on security policy. Its goal was to provide an
environment for students to discuss current foreign policy
issues while also improving their communication skills.
Discussions were led by a skilled moderator so as to follow
the rules of debating. Topics discussed included Syria and
military intervention, cyber security, global viruses, North
Korea, the role of Germany in the European economic and
financial crisis, Israel and Palestine, Russia and the West,
and conflicts and perspectives of the Western Balkans.

—

DIPLOMATS’ CLUB
Diplomats’ Club was an informal roundtable discussion
series that provided those interested in international relations
and diplomacy with the chance to meet ambassadors and
other high-ranking diplomats. At the event, the emphasis
was mostly on the current issues of a given country, the
relations between the country represented and the host
country, and the diplomats’ experiences in Hungary. In
2014, our Pécs Office took over its organisation.

—

WORLD TRAVELLER’S CLUB
The primary goal of the programme was to introduce
culturally remote regions or countries, only partially
accessible to tourists. The event debuted in autumn 2012
with a lecture by journalist Vujity Tvrtko on 21st-century
dictatorships. Recounted by journalists, photographers, and
film directors, the next instalments presented Equatorial
Africa, Vietnam, Columbia, and North Korea.

—

ERASMUS EXPO
It was organised by AJKC in partnership with the Student
Council of Corvinus University between 2012 and 2017.
The main aim of the event was to present a thorough and
up-to-date view of the 24 target countries, the application
requirements, and the tasks to be carried out.
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FOREIGN
AND SECURITY
POLICY
—
Foreign and security policy
constitutes a particularly important
field of research within the Antall József
Knowledge Centre.
The need to protect economic, moral, and cultural standards
compels us to process and discuss security-related
academic and political issues. For the Knowledge Centre, it
is of crucial importance to broaden this field of study and its
achievements, as well as spread the results to the Hungarian
audience at large. It is important that, alongside minor
roundtable series, our major conferences and workshops
focus on the most pressing issues. Experience has shown
that through our new and unique approach, it is easier to
reach out to a wider audience and get them involved in this
field of study.

—

BUDAPEST FOREIGN AND SECURITY POLICY
CONFERENCE
The flagship project of AJKC’s foreign and security
policy profile is the Budapest Foreign and Security Policy
Conference, a major event held almost every year. The
Security Policy Department of AJKC strongly promotes the
scholarly portrayal of contemporary problems in a balanced,
unbiased manner and also puts a heavy emphasis on getting
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FOREIGN AND SECURITY POLICY

the most notable experts involved in our event. Our lecturers
have included Kurt Volker, George Friedman, Mark Kramer,
Murat Erdoğan, Thomas Birringer, Réka Szemerkényi, András
Balogh, and Tamás Magyarics.
The topic of the first Budapest Foreign and Security Policy
Conference was China’s emergence as an economic and
political powerhouse. In 2014, the conference, entitled Our
Past and Present in The Shadow of the Cold War, involved
some of the most distinguished historians and experts whose
field of expertise was the Cold War. The next instalment of the
conference revolved around Turkey, a country in challenging
times, but also in the midst of becoming a regional power.
The acuteness of the migration crisis and the spiralling
violence in the Middle East made the conference even more
due to be held. Continuing this line of thought, the 2016 event
of the Budapest Foreign and Security Policy Conference put
the Arab Spring and its international consequences in focus.
Invited speakers paid special attention to the economic,
social, and domestic security aspects, as well as the shift of
influence and power structure affecting the region and the
migration crisis in the Middle East and Europe.

—

REGIONAL BALANCE AND CHALLENGES TO STATE
SOVEREIGNTY IN THE CHANGING MIDDLE EAST
The fourth instalment of Budapest Foreign and Security Policy
Conference in 2017, organised in partnership with the KonradAdenauer-Stiftung in Hungary, discussed the most important
features of the current political and social attributes of the
Middle Eastern region, with special regard to the dynamics
of regional balance and the sovereignty of states. In his
opening speech, Frank Spengler, Resident Representative of
the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung in Hungary, spoke about the
problematics of fragmented interests of states and instability
and ongoing military conflicts in the Middle East.

The first panel discussion tried to solve the riddle of how Middle
Eastern conflicts might deescalate in the future. Panellists
included Erzsébet N Rózsa, Associate Professor at the
Department of International Relations and Diplomacy of the
National University of Public Service, Hasan Al Momani,
Associate Professor at the Prince Al Hussein Bin Abdullah II
School of International Studies of the University of Jordan, Hasan
Kösebalaban, Associate Professor and Chair of the Department
of Political Science and International Relations of Istanbul Şehir
University, and Thomas Birringer, Head of the Middle East and
North Africa Team of the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung.

Professor Ludger Kühnhardt, Director, Center for European
Integration Studies, and Gerald Brettner-Messler, Advisor for
External Affairs to the Secretary General at the Federal Ministry
of Defence of the Republic of Austria.
The upcoming instalment of the conference series in 2019
will discuss the security situation in the Western Balkans,
with particular regard to the NATO and European Union
enlargement in the region, strongly supported by Hungary.

—

FOREIGN AND SECURITY POLICY FIRST-HAND
During the second panel, the speakers pondered about what
comes after ISIS and whether their territorial defeat possibly
mean the eventual defeat of terrorism in the region. Panellists
included Eman Ragab, Senior Researcher of the Al-Ahram
Center for Political and Strategic Studies, Cinzia Bianco,
Head of Research at the Euro-Gulf Information Centre, and
Kacper Rękawek, Head of Defence and Security Programme
at the GLOBSEC Policy Institute, as moderator. The panel was
completed by a vivid and fruitful Q&A session, covering topics
such as current features of ISIS, possible future scenarios,
and the possible tensions between state security and
individual freedoms.

GEOPOLITICS MATTER: THE FUTURE OF THE
TRANSATLANTIC ALLIANCE
The fifth and latest instalment of Budapest Foreign and
Security Policy Conference in 2018, entitled Geopolitics
Matter: The Future of the Transatlantic Alliance, was organised
in partnership with the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung in Hungary
and the Danube Institute, and with the financial support of
NATO’s Public Diplomacy Division. The conference brought
together Western European, American, and Central European
speakers from the field of diplomacy and academia to discuss
the most pressing issues of the changing world order from a
NATO perspective. The event featured three keynote lectures,
by HE János Martonyi, former Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Hungary, Lieutenant General Steven M Shepro, Deputy
Chairman of the Military Committee of NATO, and Dr George
Friedman, Founder of Geopolitical Futures. The first panel
on US Foreign Policy and the Transatlantic Alliance included
Miriam Lexmann, Director of the EU Office, International
Republican Institute, and Dr Tamás Péter Baranyi, Head of
Research of AJKC. The second panel, entitled The Challenges
of NATO and the Role of Geopolitics in the 21st Century, included

In 2011, the Antall József Knowledge Centre launched its first
roundtable series with the purpose of creating a forum where
students can meet and talk with people who shape current
foreign and security policy and discuss the issues that interest
them the most. Since security policy cannot be examined
from only one perspective, the topics of the lecture series are
selected so as to involve multiple approaches and perspectives.
Renowned experts from many different areas, such as politics,
science, economics and public life, help deepen the knowledge
of students. In the past years, we have welcomed many experts
of the field as lecturers including Ted Whiteside, Director

and Deputy Secretary General of NATO, Réka Szemerkényi,
former Chief Advisor in Foreign and Security Policy to the
Prime Minister and Hungarian Ambassador to Washington
DC, HE György Habsburg, Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary, Major General Kristin Lund, Force Commander
of the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus, HE Iain
Lindsay OBE, British Ambassador to Hungary, Martin Nesirky,
Director of the UN Information Service in Vienna, Paul Picard,
Deputy Director of the OSCE Conflict Prevention Centre, and
Ian Brzezinski, Senior Fellow of the Atlantic Council of the
United States, former Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Europe and NATO Policy.

—

PERSPECTIVES ON THE RELATIONS: HUNGARY AND THE
GULF REGION
The conference organised on 17 April 2013 revolved around
the enhancement of economic relations and future possibilities
for collaboration in higher education with Kuwait and Qatar.
Speakers of the event included members of the Antall József
Knowledge Centre’s International Board of Senior Advisors Sheikh
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Dr Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah and Sheikha Dr Bint
Abdulla Al-Misnad, then President of the University of Qatar, as well
as Dr Abdullatif Ahmad Al-Bader, President of Kuwait University.

—

NATO WORKSHOP AND CONFERENCE
With the support of NATO PDD, Hungarian and international
lecturers discuss the most ardent issues of the alliance such as
the Readiness Action Plan, the Ukrainian conflict, the problem
of further expansion, or even the media challenges the alliance
faces. In 2016, the event focused on the US presidential
elections and its possible consequences on NATO’s common
defence policies, involving experts such as JD Gordon,
Director of National Security for the Trump campaign, and Ian
Brzezinski, Senior Fellow of the Atlantic Council of the United
States. AJKC’s NATO workshop also hosted Hungarian experts
such as Zsolt Rábai, NATO PDD, Levente Benkő, Deputy State
Secretary for Security Policy at the Prime Minister’s Office,
and István Balogh, Director General for Security Policy and
Non proliferation at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

The Knowledge Centre commemorated these momentous
events with three conferences, which took place in Brussels,
Paris, and Budapest, featuring, among others, members of the
Hungarian and foreign governments, as well as Union officials.
The first instalment of the conference series, entitled
Thoughts on Europe: The Legacy of the Founding Fathers in
Today’s Europe, was held on 31 March 2015 in Brussels, while
the second instalment, with the title The Prospects of the
EU and the Central and Eastern European Region in Light of
the Challenges of the 21st Century, was organised on 12 May
2015 in Paris. The third event, entitled Hungarian–German
Relations in Light of the German Reunification, in turn, took
place on 29–30 September 2015 in Budapest.

—

SOPRON – GATEWAY TO THE FREE EUROPE
The 25th anniversary of breaking through the borders was
celebrated in Sopron on 19 August 2014. On this occasion,
AJKC held an international conference in cooperation with the
Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, the Municipality of Sopron, and
the Pan-European Picnic ‘89 Foundation, under the patronage
of Dr László Kövér, Speaker of the Parliament. The aim of the
conference was to give an overview and assessment of the
historical significance of the Pan-European Picnic 25 years
removed and its impact on the development of Hungary and
the European Union. The 25th anniversary was also an excellent
opportunity to analyse what role the concepts of peace and
freedom play in our everyday lives and politics today; that
is, those two concepts that were the ultimate aims in 1989.
At this three-panel conference, Hungarian and German
experts, historians, politicians, and witnesses explained
their ideas and examined the milestone events from a new
perspective after the passage of 25 years. Speakers included
Zoltán Balog, Christine Liberknecht, Dr Gergely Gulyás, Dr
József Szájer, Arnold Vaatz, Dr Imre Pozsgay, Father Imre
Kozma, Árpád Bella, László Nagy, and Dr György Nógrádi.

—
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THE ROAD TO THE WHITE HOUSE

2015 was a special year for the European Union. The timing of this
conference series was symbolic, as it intended to commemorate
the 70th anniversary of World War II, the 25th anniversary of the
formation of the Antall government, and the 20th anniversary of the
entry into force of the Schengen Agreement. These three events
were all milestones on the path towards our common European
future. The anniversaries remind us not only of European peace,
reunification, and free internal borders, but also draw attention
to the fact that these achievements are not permanent and
irreversible. The 2008 crisis has already revealed their fragility, as
since then there has been a growing tension within the Union.

The Road to the White House event series, launched
during the state primary contests of the US presidential
election, featured conversations between our colleagues
and journalists, diplomats, and other experts on the most
important developments regarding the current campaign
season. The event series culminated in the launch of the
Budapest American Studies Forum, a biennial two-day
conference for students pursuing their MA and BA degrees
in American Studies, International Relations, and Political
Science in the broader V4 region. As the last instalment of
the series, the How the White House Was Won roundtable
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discussion was held with the participation of Jeffrey
D Gordon, Director of National Security for the Trump
campaign.

—

PODIUM DISCUSSION IN CELEBRATION OF THE
25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE GERMAN–HUNGARIAN
AGREEMENT ON FRIENDLY COOPERATION AND
PARTNERSHIP
The Antall József Knowledge Centre, the Konrad-AdenauerStiftung, and the Foundation for a Civic Hungary organised
a symposium on 6 February 2017 to commemorate the
25th anniversary of the signing of the German-Hungarian
friendship treaty. The Agreement between the Federal
Republic of Germany and the Republic of Hungary on
Friendly Cooperation and Partnership, signed on 6 February
1992 by Hungarian Prime Minister József Antall and German
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, became the blueprint of the ensuing
successful relationship.

—

EU 2017 – FROM WHERE TO WHERE

In the first panel, Mark M Lowenthal, Director of the
Intelligence and Security Academy, argued that terrorism
is not a new and emerging challenge, only its nature has
changed in the past decades. Alfred Rolington, Director of
Cyber Security Intelligence, focused on the postmodern
nature of intelligence gathering, where it is increasingly
complicated to filter relevant information from the
large amount of data that the intelligence community
possesses. Marie-Helen Maras, Associate Professor of
the John Jay College of Criminal Justice, spoke about the
role of social media as a main communication platform
of terrorist organisations.
The second panel of the conference revolved around
issues regarding religious minorities in Europe, especially
in Germany and the Visegrad Countries. Kristina
Eichhorst, Coordinator for Counterterrorism and Conflict
Management at the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, introduced
the landscape of radicalisation tendencies of Germany and
highlighted the fact that terrorism did not start in 2016,
but has strong roots in the past. Attila Kovács, Associate
Professor of Comenius University in Bratislava, gave a
comparative analysis of the Muslim communities in the
Visegrad Countries.

The conference was organised at the Europe Point of
Budapest in cooperation with the Representation of the
European Commission. Gábor Zupkó, Head of Representation,
emphasised that the greatest success of the EU was keeping
the post-war peace and laying the groundwork for economic
prosperity in Europe.
The first panel of the conference focused on the past of the
integration, the lessons of which could help shape the future
of the EU. The panel included Szabolcs Takács, Minister of
State for European Union Affairs, Hendrik Hansen, Chair of
European and International Politics at Andrássy University,
and Péter Balázs, Professor at the Central European University.
The second panel of the conference focused on the future
priorities of the European Union, paticularly on the possibility
of creating an EU army, security policy, and the worries about a
multi-speed Europe. The panel discussants were Mario David,
former Vice President of the European People’s Party, Pauline
Massart, Deputy Director of the Friends of Europe, and Dániel
Bartha, Director of the Centre for Euro-Atlantic Integration and
Democracy.

—

COUNTERING TERROR ABROAD AND AT HOME
The conference, Countering Terror Abroad and at Home –
Analysing Counter-Terrorism Efforts on an International and
European Level, was organised with the support of the KonradAdenauer-Stiftung. In his welcome speech, Dr József Boda,
Dean of the National University of Public Service, pointed out
that terror recognises no borders or states, it is a global problem
that necessitates multinational efforts. Dr István Balogh, Head of
the Department for Security and Non-Proliferation at the MFAT,
claimed that the nature of terrorism is increasingly international
and is threatening the transatlantic community, which needs a
well-coordinated and strong response to this risk.

CONFERENCE SERIES: NEW GEOECONOMIC PROSPECTS
BETWEEN ASIA AND EUROPE
Since 2017, the Antall József Knowledge Centre has organised
high-profile international conferences on the economic
opportunities and prospects of new Asian cooperation
initiatives and their impact on Europe. The conferences
focus on the Belt and Road Initiative, on all of its economic,
financial, and regional aspects, emphasising the regional
interconnectivity of the project.
The first instalment of the conference series, entitled
Conference on East Asia’s Future: Economic Opportunities
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and Prospects of New Initiatives of Cooperation, was held
in September 2017. The first panel discussion of the event
focused on the prospects of regional economic cooperation
and the role of the changing East Asian economic models,
while the second panel discussion revolved around the role
China plays in today’s multipolar world order in the light of
changing global balance of power.

Policy at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary,
stressed that the security challenges of the Korean peninsula
are of a global nature. Therefore, every country in the world
has a stake in the resolution of the situation.

The second instalment of the conference series, entitled
Conference on the Maritime Silk Road: Economic and Regional
Prospects, was held in September 2018. The focus of the
conference was the economic opportunities and perspectives
of the new maritime cooperation involving Southeast Asia,
India, and Africa.

HE Yoon underlined that the self-perception of the ROK is
that it is a small country surrounded by big and powerful
neighbours, further complicated by the fact that the Korean
peninsula was divided by the great powers after the Second
World War. The Deputy Minister, putting Northeast Asia in
a global context, pointed out that economic gravity of the
globe is shifting back to the East, a process demonstrated
by the fact that, by 2050, more than 50% of global GDP is
projected to be produced in Asia.

The upcoming instalment of the conference series in 2019
seeks to further elaborate on the previously assessed topics
and is intended to provide space for academic discussion
on the impact of the transcontinental initiative on East Asian
countries and their perceptions within the European Union
through the involvement of renowned experts.

Deputy Minister Yoon emphasised that the Republic of Korea is
looking for a turning point in the current security situation, and it
is open to resume the inter-Korea dialogue. HE Yoon underlined
that a gradual approach is needed for unification, as the two
Koreas became very different societies, so such a process will
realistically take a long time before achieving its goal.

—

—

SECURITY SITUATIONS IN EAST ASIA AND NORTH
KOREA’S NUCLEAR ISSUE

TRUMP AND THE MIDDLE EAST

On 13 December 2017, a lecture by His Excellency Soon Gu
Yoon, Deputy Minister for Political Affairs of the Ministry
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Korea, was held under the
title Security Situations in East Asia and North Korea’s Nuclear
Issue. In his introductory remarks, Ambassador Károly Grúber,
Head of the Department of Common Foreign and Security

On 14 November 2017, AJKC, in cooperation with the Israel
Public Diplomacy Forum, organised an event entitled
Trump and the Middle East, featuring as speakers HE
Levente Csongor Benkő, Ambassador of Hungary to Israel
and former Deputy State Secretary for Security Policy at
the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, and
Professor Eytan Gilboa, Chair and Academic Director of the
Israel Public Diplomacy Forum and Director of the Center
of International Communication of Bar-Ilan University. The
professor argued that the Iran nuclear deal was, in fact,
poorly negotiated and left many backdoors open, but such
a constellation can be upended by a strengthened alliance
system, and maybe a further role is to be played by the EU.
HE Benkő highlighted Hungary’s partnership with countries
serving as the pillars of stability, manifested in the recent
visits of Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

—

UNDERSTANDING CHINA – AN INTERNATIONAL
CONTEST FOR CEE UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
The Understanding China Contest was organised by the
Antall József Knowledge Centre and the Central and Eastern
European Center for Asian Studies at the Corvinus University
of Budapest on 28 April 2017. The event received support
from the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in
Hungary. The aim of the contest was to raise awareness of
the importance of China and the 16+1 cooperation throughout
the CEE region, with a special focus on the next generation
of leaders, entrepreneurs, and intellectuals in the sixteen
participating countries. Students representing Macedonia,
Poland, Hungary, Latvia, the Czech Republic, Croatia,
Montenegro, Slovakia, Serbia, and Estonia, held presentations
at the Corvinus University of Budapest. The best scientific
papers of the contest were published by the Knowledge Centre.
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THE V4 AND THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN –
PROSPECTS OF COOPERATION
The Antall József Knowledge Centre organised on 24 April
2018 in Budapest the conference, entitled The V4 and the
Eastern Mediterranean – Prospects of Cooperation. The first
panel, entitled Challenges of a Pivotal Region: The Eastern
Mediterranean in the 21st Century, revolved around the main
political and social challenges of the Eastern Mediterranean
region. The panel featured Efraim Karsh, Director of the BeginSadat Center for Strategic Studies, Elena Lazarou, Senior
Policy Analyst at the European Parliamentary Research
Service, and Sherin Gharib, Scientific Researcher at the
Austrian Institute for International Affairs. The second panel of
the conference, entitled Potential of an Enhanced V4 – Eastern
Mediterranean Cooperation: Repercussions for Europe, with
the participation of Dimitrios Triantaphyllou, Director of the
Center for International and European Studies at Kadir Has
University, Tamás Szigetvári, Senior Research Fellow of the
Institute of World Economics at the Centre for Economic and
Regional Studies of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, and
Adam Balcer, Foreign Policy Project Manager at WiseEuropa
Institute, aimed to look into possible ways of building
partnerships and forging synergies between the two regions.

—

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, HEART OF THE
EUROPEAN DEMOCRACY
On 10 May 2018, the Danube Palace hosted the joint event of
the Antall József Knowledge Centre and the Robert Schuman
Foundation about the 2019 European Parliamentary
Elections. During the conference, Hungarian and foreign

experts discussed the current and possible challenges
facing the European Union. During the opening lectures and
the following two panels of the conference, special focus
was put on the role of European values in everyday political
discussion in addition to the possible requirements an EU
institutional reform. The conference opened with a keynote
address delivered by HE Mr János Martonyi, former Minister
of Foreign Affairs of Hungary. HE Martonyi pointed out that
he believed that there should be not two or three but only
one Union. Although in many aspects a multispeed EU is a
reality even today, if institutionalised, this situation would
become more rigid and obstructed. Consequently, it is in
our best interest to not create a multilevel EU, crossed with
cemented confines, because we are united, and there should
be no difference among member states.

—

ICH BIN EIN BERLINER
The conference was opened by Veronika Antall-Horváth,
Deputy Director of the Antall József Knowledge Centre, and
Frank Spengler, Resident Representative of the KonradAdenauer-Stiftung in Hungary. Deputy Director AntallHorváth emphasised that, since the Cold War, many things
have changed in the world: the challenges are not blackand-white anymore, identifying the enemy has become
harder, and technological changes present constant new
trials. However, we hope that there will be “Kennedys” and
“Antalls” in the future as well to fight for our freedom.
Mr Spengler stressed that it is possible that the Trump
administration will cause a setback in the USA–Germany
relations. The relationship between the two countries has
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greatly changed in the last few years, and come a long way
since the Cold War. As debates and points of contention
have multiplied, these conferences have become more
relevant than ever.
In his keynote speech, Balázs Molnár, Deputy Minister of
State for European Union Affairs, mentioned that Kennedy
showed solidarity towards Germany and Europe during the
Cold War, and his successors followed his example. Since
then, Europe has united and welcomed the former socialist
countries into the cooperation. Despite this, the continent
has possibly never faced such challenges as it does now,
and it is important that Germany should play a greater role
in Europe.
In the first panel, Matthew Rhodes, Professor of National
Security Studies of the George C. Marshall European
Center for Security Studies, Christoph Schwegmann,
Military-Political Adviser of Federal Foreign Office, and
Tamás Magyarics, Professor of Eötvös Loránd University,
shared their thoughts about the bilateral relations between
the USA and Germany.
The panellists said that, while the United States
recommended a co-leadership role to Germany in 1989,
due to the divergent political priorities of the two countries,

their different geopolitical positions, and Germany’s
emphasis on national and EU interests, this ambition was
not fulfilled. Meanwhile, the focus of the United States
shifted from Europe towards other regions and challenges,
such as the Middle East and Asia. The politics of the
Obama and Trump administrations attest to this. However,
in the long run, it would be more fruitful if the two countries
recognised the mutual advantages of cooperation, even if
there are some asymmetries in their relationship.
In the second panel, the participants discussed the future
of transatlantic relations. The panel featured Sudha DavidWilp, Deputy Director Berlin Office of the German Marshall
Fund, Márton Ugrósdy, Deputy Director of the Institute for
Foreign Affairs and Trade, and Ulrich Schlie, Professor of
Practice and Chair of Diplomacy at Andrássy University.
Among others, the panellists emphasised the positive
aspects of the transatlantic relations: creating jobs in both
the USA and Germany, the research and development
project, and the rule of law. Although Europe is always
home to more than one point of view, it is important that
all the EU member states agree on a common agenda.
The EU practices soft power and is a successful mediator
between parties in certain situations. It should continue
this practice not only among member states but between
third countries as well.

—

OUR COOPERATION WITH THE CHINESE ACADEMY
OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
As an important partner, the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences (CASS) has worked together with AJKC on
numerous projects concerning East Asia and China. AJKC,
CASS, and the Hungarian Academy of Sciences organised
the opening ceremony of the China–CEE Institute—the
first independently registered Chinese think tank—and the
subsequent symposium on China–CEEC cooperation, with
the title Joint Efforts to Address Common Challenges.
After the opening ceremony, the organising parties signed
a Memorandum of Understanding, under which the parties
intend to co-publish books in the fields of economics and
social sciences.
AJKC, the China-CEE Institute, and Sichuan University
organised a “China Day” event together on 3 October 2017,
at which experts from China and Hungary presented the
economic development of China with a special emphasis
on the rapidly developing Sichuan province. Then Professor
Cai Fang, Vice President of CASS, was among the speakers
of the Antall József Summer School in 2018 and held a
lecture on China’s economic development.
The second instalment of the conference series on the
Belt and Road Initiative was organised with the title New
Geoeconomic Prospects between Asia and Europe. The
conference explored the mutual economic benefits of the
21st-Century New Maritime Silk Road, with special regard
to Europe. In the second half of 2018, the Knowledge Centre
partnered with the China-CEE Institute to organise two
events. On 29 November 2018, the conference analysing
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the development, impediments, and future prospects of
the reform and opening-up policy that had completely
transformed the economy of the People’s Republic of
China in the last forty years took place in Budapest, then
on 3 December the book launch and conference exploring
EU–China relations and the 16+1 Cooperation was held
successfully in Brussels.

TURKEY AND THE GEOPOLITICS OF ENERGY
The panel discussion, entitled Turkey and the Geopolitics
of Energy, was held on 25 April 2019 in Budapest. First,
Veronika Antall-Horváth, Deputy Director of the Antall
József Knowledge Centre, delivered her welcoming remarks,
which were followed by the opening speeches of Pál
Ságvári, Ministerial Commissioner for International Energy
Relations at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, and
HE Ahmet Akif Oktay, Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey
to Hungary. The panel discussion involved Mitat Çelikpala,
Dean of the Faculty of Economics, Administrative and
Social Sciences of Kadir Has University, and Muzaffer Şenel,
Assistant Professor at the Department of Political Science
and International Relations of Istanbul Şehir University
as speakers, while Tamás Kozma, Head of the Asian and
African Relations Office of the Antall József Knowledge
Centre, acted as moderator. The panel discussion sought
to highlight the geopolitical implications of energy issues
in Turkey and assessed their impact in the broader region.
The point of departure of the discussion was that Turkey, in
the past two decades, has been conducting active energy
diplomacy and attracted different pipelines and new energy
infrastructure to the country. These projects not only make
Turkey more closely engaged with the regional energy
security processes but can also have a significant impact on
Europe’s energy security and energy supply diversification
objectives, which is particularly interesting from a Central
European point of view, since our region heavily depends on
energy imports.
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INNOVATION
—
Innovative technologies and innovative
people are key assets that AJKC wants to
promote and support.

The late Prime Minister József Antall, though rarely used the
word innovation, repeatedly reflected on the indispensability
of Hungarian talent and the need to remain at the forefront
of intellectual developments. It is part of the Antall legacy to
deeply engage in topics related to innovation, technology,
and novelties. Part of this activity is the think.BDPST
conference, the largest annual conference of AJKC, aiming
to discover the potential that lies in the V4 region in the field
of innovative technologies. The programme series, Creative
Hungarian Minds, promotes the most recent innovations
and newest approaches developed by Hungarian engineers,
academics, and companies. Start-up companies that try to
draw investment with the pure incentive of a good idea, are of
special interest to this field of activity of the foundation.
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THINK.BDPST – CONNECT TO THE FUTURE
The first instalment of Hungary’s strategic conference, named
think.BDPST – Connect to the Future, was organised by
the Antall József Knowledge Centre in partnership with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary, the National
Research, Development and Innovation Office Hungary, the
Hungarian Investment Promotion Agency (HIPA), and the
Institute for Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary, with the
support of the International Visegrad Fund and the Hungarian
Electricity Ltd (Magyar Villamos Művek). The event, which
took place on 8–10 March 2016, focused on innovation, future
technologies, and regional development. The main patron of
the conference was His Excellency Péter Szijjártó, Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary.
The main aim of think.BDPST is to put Hungary on the map
of large-scale regional conferences such as GLOBSEC, the
Economic Forum in Krynica, the Bled Strategic Forum, or the
Prague European Summit, by organising the most significant
innovation forum of the region, thereby facilitating a dialogue
between the representatives of the economic, governmental,
and scientific spheres.

THINK.BDPST 2016
The event was opened by HE Péter Szijjártó, Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Trade of Hungary, on 8 March at the Vigadó of
Pest. In his speech, Minister Szijjártó pointed out that in order
to become the driving force of growth in Europe, the V4 region
should take the most active and flexible approach possible
when it comes to innovation. The opening ceremony also
featured Dr József Pálinkás, President of the National Research,
Development and Innovation Office Hungary (NKFIH), who
explained why research and development and innovation could
become the promising new dimensions for the V4 cooperation.
During the two days of the conference, discussion topics
included the R&D potential of the Visegrad region, the pace
of development, the building of scientific and technological
excellence in the V4, the job-creating role of innovation, new
technologies in urban planning, emerging technologies in
urban infrastructure, genetic engineering in agriculture and
medicine, as well as future and emerging technologies.

enterprises devoted to the improvement of start-ups introduced
their activities and ideas of how to create an ecosystem of
innovation.

—

THINK.BDPST YOUNG LEADERS’ FORUM 2016
Organised as a side event to think.BDPST in cooperation
with Design Terminal, the National Centre for Creative
Industries and with the support of the Central European
Initiative, the Young Leaders’ Forum (YLF) featured 30
outstanding young professionals, the leaders of tomorrow,
from the Central European region. The aim of the Young
Leaders’ Forum was to provide participants with the
opportunity to reflect on the most significant topics and
areas think.BDPST covered, then exchange experience and
opinion.

—

THINK.BDPST – CONNECT TO THE FUTURE 2017

Speakers included George Pataki, former Governor of the
State of New York, Dr Edmund Stoiber, former Prime Minister
of the State of Bavaria, Dr Zoltán Csévalvay, Permanent
Representative of Hungary to the OECD, Robert-Jan Smith,
Director General for Research and Innovation at the European
Commission, István Mikola, Minister of State for Security
Policy and International Cooperation at the Hungarian MFA,
Tom Szaky, CEO of TerraCycle, János Pásztor, Senior Advisor
to the UN Secretary General on Climate Change, Fadi Swidan,
Co-founder and Co-organizer of Nazareth Accelerator, Ferenc
Pongrácz, Business Development Executive at IBM Southeast
Europe, Jennifer C Lai, Executive Architect, Watson Group,
IBM New York, and Martin Kern, Interim Director of European
Institute of Innovation and Technology.

The second instalment of think.BDPST, Hungary’s strategic
conference was organised by the Antall József Knowledge
Centre in partnership with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Trade of Hungary, the National Research, Development
and Innovation Office Hungary, CORDI R&D, Budapest
Enterprise Agency, the City of Budapest, the Hungarian
Investment Promotion Agency, the Institute for Foreign
Affairs and Trade of Hungary, and with the support of the
International Visegrad Fund and the MVM the Hungarian
Electricity Ltd. The event, which took place on 29-31 March
2017, focused on social and technological innovation, the
future of education and healthcare. The main patron of
the conference was HE Péter Szijjártó, Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Trade of Hungary.

THINK.BDPST START-UP AND INNOVATION CORNER 2016

think.BDPST 2017 was opened by HE Péter Szijjártó and Dr
József Pálinkás. The second day of the conference focused on
challenges of social innovation. Keynote lectures were held by
George Friedman, geopolitical forecaster and strategist, and
HE Sheikh Dr Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, Former
Deputy Prime Minister of Kuwait. The third day, revolving
around innovation in healthcare services, hosted István
Mikola, Former Minister for Healthcare, Gábor Orbán, COO
of Gedeon Richter Plc, Rabbi Professor Daniel Hershkowitz,

Another side event to the conference held at Várkert Bazár
was the Start-up and Innovation Corner, where innovative
enterprises, innovators, and start-ups playing a key role in
making East-Central Europe a centre of innovation presented
themselves by promoting their products, prototypes, and ideas
in front of the international audience and investors. During the
Start-up Meetup, exhibitors of the Start-up Corner, as well as
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President of Bar-Ilan University and Former Minister of
Science and Technology of the State of Israel. The conference
was officially closed by Dr Csaba Balogh, Minister of State for
Public Administration at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Trade of Hungary, and Gábor Zupkó, Head of the European
Commission Representation in Hungary.

as the rapidly developing cooperation between the V4 and
Republic of Korea. The main patron of the conference was
HE Péter Szijjártó, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of
Hungary. Speakers included Chang Whan Ma, Deputy Minister
for Planning and Coordination at the Ministry of Science
and ICT of the Republic of Korea, Professor David Winickoff,
Secretary of the Working Party on Bio-, Nano-, and Converging
Technologies at OECD, Vik Kachoria, President and CEO of
Spike Aerospace Inc, Lord David Willetts, Board Member of UK
Research and Innovation, Anat Lea Bonshtien, Chairman and
Director of the Fuel Choices and Smart Mobility Initiative at
the Office of the Prime Minister of Israel, and Dr Jacob Cohen,
Chief Scientist of the NASA Ames Research Center.

THINK.BDPST START-UP AND INNOVATION CORNER 2017
In 2017, think.BDPST was again accompanied by the side
event, Start-up and Innovation Corner, which was organised in
cooperation with the Budapest Enterprise Agency. The event
featuring 24 start-ups, investors, and incubators took place on
the 1st floor of Bálna Budapest. Exhibitors had the opportunity
to present their innovations and hold pitch sessions where the
audience had the chance to directly ask their questions.

—

THINK.BDPST YOUNG LEADERS’ FORUM 2017

THINK.BDPST START-UP EXPO 2018

The Young Leaders’ Forum (YLF), a side event of the
conference, was concurrently held with think.BDPST in
the Budapest Music Center. The Young Leaders’ Forum
featured 26 outstanding young professionals from the
Central European region, soon to become important actors
and decision-makers in the field of innovation and political
and social sciences.

Organised in cooperation with the Budapest Enterprise Agency
(BVK), the Start-up Expo in 2018 provided space for 17 startups from the field of transport innovation and AI to present
themselves. Visitors had the chance to meet the winners of the
most prestigious European start-up competitions, including
that of BVK’s V4 EYES 2.0, which made it possible for all V4
countries to be represented at the Start-up Expo. In addition
to Hungarian, Polish, Czech, and Slovak start-ups, British
and South Korean start-ups also participated in the Expo.
The event provided all start-ups and companies present with
the opportunity to establish relations with their international
counterparts and introduce themselves to the speakers
and guests of think.BDPST, as well as potential investors. In
addition to the exhibition the audience was able to visit free
of charge, start-ups held five-minute pitch sessions to make
their activities known to all in attendance. A workshop led by
Google was also organised on digital skills development as
part of the event.

—

THINK.BDPST – CONNECT TO THE FUTURE 2018
Organised on 28–29 March 2018 at Várkert Bazár, the third
instalment of think.BDPST revolved around the future of
transportation, the innovation potential of human–machine
interaction, and urban innovation. The guest country of the
event, realised as an official programme of the Hungarian
Presidency of the Visegrad Group, was the Republic of Korea,
considering its status as the world’s leading innovator, as well
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THINK.BDPST YOUNG LEADERS’ FORUM 2018

THINK.BDPST CONNECT TO THE FUTURE 2019

Innovation can be defined as a process through which ideas
become values in societies or communities which make them
able to be implemented. To successfully realise the transfer of
innovative ideas, one has to go through a long process full of
different obstacles to make his/her innovation acceptable for
others, too. The aim of the think.BDPST Young Leaders’ Forum
(YLF) was to invite and give opportunity to young and talented
innovators both from social and natural sciences to share their
ideas and discuss the most important regional challenges with
each other.

The fourth instalment of think.BDPST, organised on 4–5
April 2019, examined the topic of smart visions, more
specifically smart home, smart solutions, and challenges
of digitalisation. The guest country of the event realised
under the patronage of HE Péter Szijjártó, Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary, was the United
Kingdom, taking into account its economic and scientific
interests in the Visegrad Cooperation, as well as the fact that
it has been in the forefront of championing a technologyintensive economic growth model. Speakers included
HE Iain Lindsay OBE, British Ambassador to Hungary,
Carole Mundell, Chief Scientific Advisor at the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office of the United Kingdom, Kimmo
Rönkä, Future Living Specialist at the Housing Fair Finland
Co-operative, Dr Akira Maeda, Program Officer/Research
Supervisor at the Department of R&D for Future Creation
of Japan Science and Technology Agency, Matthew Evans,
Executive Director of techUK, Brian Matthews, Head of
Transport Innovation at the Milton Keynes City Council,
Zuzana Nehajová, Head of InnovEYtion Centre at Ernst
& Young in Prague, Dr Ebtesam Al-Ketbi, President of
the Emirates Policy Centre, Dr Zoltán Cséfalvay, Senior
Scientist at the Joint Research Centre of the European
Commission in Seville, and Csaba Krasznay, Professor at
the Cybersecurity Academy of the National University of
Public Service.

The 2018 Young Leaders’ Forum involved 30 young experts in
the fields of transportation, urban mobility, and transport poverty,
coming from 20 different countries, including the Visegrad
Cooperation, the Western Balkans, and the Republic of Korea.
The mentor of the forum was Attila Süle-Szigeti, HR & Marketing
Lead at STILL Hungary. During the four-day long event, the
participants had the chance to discuss transport-related issues
and questions with experts including Dávid Vitézy, Director of the
Hungarian Museum of Science, Technology and Transport, Zoltán
Dunai, Country Manager of Stadler Rail Group, Ralf Diemer, Head
of European Affairs Department at the German Association of the
Automotive Industry, László Arany, Managing Director of Flixbus,
Tommaso Gecchelin, Inventor and Founder of NEXT Future
Transportation Inc, and Jeroen Bastiaanssen, Research Fellow
of the Institute for Transport Studies at University of Leeds. The
event also included a special field visit to Demola Budapest.

41

42

THINK.BDPST START-UP EXPO 2019

THINK.BDPST YOUNG LEADERS’ FORUM 2019

In 2019, seventeen promising start-ups from the field of
smart home and smart city had the opportunity to introduce
their innovations at the Start-up Expo. During the two-day
event, companies from Hungary, Great Britain, and Slovakia
exhibited their innovative products and held a presentation
during the pitch sessions. The programme also involved
several other presentations and workshops by Google,
PMI Science, Hiventures, Variance Hub, and the Budapest
Enterprise Agency.

In 2019, the programme of think.BDPST Young Leaders’
Forum focused on issues connected to smart societies.

The Start-up Expo aims to be an integral part of the Budapest
start-up scene, where the most exciting devices, services,
and developments are introduced to the great number of
visitors present. It is a platform where investors, incubators,
organisations that support enterprises, professionals,
university students, and graduated young people can meet
and learn more about innovation, new trends, and the
activities of start-ups.

During the workshop about fake news, David Timis, EU
Civics Fellow at Google, gave a short but fascinating
briefing about different online frauds, and explained how
we can avoid them. He was followed by Miloš Gregor,
Researcher at Masaryk University, who began with an
introduction of the definition of the term “fake news” and its
main characteristics, and then different ways of avoiding
manipulation was discussed. In the end, participants had
the opportunity to put into practice the new knowledge
gained.

INNOVATION

Dr Ralf Linder, Senior Researcher at the Fraunhofer Institute,
Philip Boucher, Policy Analyst at the European Parliamentary
Research Service, and Mete Coban, CEO of MyLifeMySay,
discussed whether technical advances and new forms of
online media contributed to political participation and the
broadening of democratisation.

The second part of the programme focused on innovative
urban space with special regards to the current housing
models and trends. The panel discussion about the futureproof urban space and innovation in housing included
Hanna Szemző, Managing Director of the Metropolitan
Research Institute, Milota Sidorova, Co-Founder of Women
Public Space Prague, Borbála Jász, Assistant Lecturer at
the Budapest University of Technology and Economics,
and Attila Sándor, CEO and Co-Founder of Tekrama, who
discussed how future cities may look like, and how urban
space planning could give answers to different social
challenges. As potential leaders of tomorrow, it is crucial
to be a responsible and honest leader. In the workshop
about trust in leadership, participants learnt about skills
and capacities that can help them stay reliable in the
age of fake information and continuous uncertainty. The
programme was finished with the Three-Minute Challenge
pitch session in which participants had to present their
ideas in three minutes.

—

CREATIVE HUNGARIAN MINDS
The aim of the Creative Hungarian Minds lecture series is to
introduce the research results, inventions, and innovations
of Hungarians to as wide an audience as possible.
Contemporary Hungarian inventors have achieved great
results in many scientific fields (Leonar3do, Masat-1, Puli
Space Technologies, 3D technology, BPGuard). Therefore,
in addition to promotion, AJKC emphasises the importance
of providing young researchers with practical assistance
in improving and developing their inventions. The lectures
primarily target young people pursuing their studies at
technical, environmental, and economic faculties, as
there are many Hungarian talents and inventions yet to be
discovered. The Antall József Knowledge Centre is deeply
committed to managing Hungarian talents; during the
past few years, we have realised many projects helping the
young generation identify their talents.
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RESEARCH
—
Transmitting knowledge
and engaging in academic activities
have always been priorities of
the Antall József Knowledge Centre, therefore,
it puts great emphasis on the creation of its
own research products.

AJKC’s main objectives are to present its core values in the
academic sphere and help the young generation of researchers
with a supportive academic environment. AJKC has recognised
the growing importance of foreign and security policy, so there
is an urgent need to conduct research on a professional level.
AJKC’s research profile also includes certain parts of modern
history, most notably those of the period of the Cold War, or the
history of the V4 countries, as well as topics related to political
science and sustainable development.

—

RESEARCH PUBLICATION
The most important avenue for publishing the products of
AJKC’s ever-growing research activity is its research blog
and the AJKC-Analyses series where essays and analyses
are submitted on a regular basis. These are also vehicles for
creating an environment for young researchers to contribute
to the processing of academically-contested issues, while, at
the same time, also allowing AJKC to become a regular and
reliable source of information for those interested in the topics
mentioned above. Researchers of the Knowledge Centre are
for the most part people who had already made outstanding
contributions in their respective fields, while some still learn the
mastery of research at the institution. AJKC’s approach toward
foreign and security policy is, generally speaking, regional, ie
it concentrates on geographical regions. However, we also
try to make synthesis along different thematic approaches.

—

AJKC TEXTBOOKS
The emphasis is not only on the translation and publication
of cutting-edge scholarly pieces of international academic
background but also on the compilation and publication of
textbooks originally designed to satisfy Hungarian needs and
interests. New Moon: The Quest of Turkish Foreign Policy in
the 21st Century came out in 2016. The V4 Textbook: Central
Europe and the Visegrad Cooperation: Historical and Policy
Perspectives is an English language project designed to provide
information and detailed analysis of the East-Central European
alliance for foreign students of International Studies and other
humanities. The niche it fills is obvious, as it will be translated
not just into Hungarian but also into Chinese and Turkish
over the course of the year. This summer, a comprehensive
textbook on security policy is coming, entitled Security Policy
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Corvinae, which covers all regions of the globe, as well as the
latest trends in today’s security agenda and Hungary vis-à-vis
the new challenges. Finally, towards the end of the year, we
are planning to publish a NATO textbook, celebrating the 70th
anniversary of NATO’s establishment and the 20 th anniversary
of our admission to the organisation.

—

AJKC ON AIR
Employees of the international departments of AJKC, in
close cooperation with the Research team, also undertake,
many possibilities to join in public debates and contribute
to scholarly efforts of our partners. Members of AJKC are
regular invited guests of foreign policy analysis programmes
on TV and radio. The topics discussed are those mostly
concerning the public, e.g. stresses and successes
in V4 cooperation, the US politics and its transatlantic
repercussions, and ongoing inter-European issues, such as
Brexit. Various events of partner institutions are also regularly
held with the participation of AJKC members. Roundtable
talks, conferences, podcasts, and policy papers of all kinds
are made, supported, and recorded by members of the AJKC
research team.

—

IN FOCUS
AJKC regularly publishes a quarterly entitled In Focus,
designed to portray particular regions, countries, or current
issues from a distinctively Hungarian perspective. In Focus
was launched in late 2016 with a pilot issue dedicated to
the V4 region, in commemoration of the 25th anniversary

of the signing of the Visegrad Cooperation. That first issue
comprised a wide array of historical and political analyses,
highlighted the items of the cultural heritage common to
the Visegrad Countries, and displayed interviews with V4
ambassadors to Hungary.
Since its beginnings, In Focus has gradually become the
most important publication of AJKC with four issues per year,
issued in two languages, English and Hungarian. The Israel
issue have since then become a recommended reading in
a number of International Studies departments in Hungary.
The American issue was dedicated to the US Presidential
Election of 2016 and its possible repercussions in the world
and particularly in Europe.
The energy issue, published specifically for SUSCO 2017,
contemplated the question of how clean energy sources
might change the political landscape of the world and what
it means for our region. The energy issue was generously
supported by ALTEO Corporation, a Hungarian commercial
and services firm with a modern and innovative outlook that
promotes clean and smart energy solutions.

automation. Digitalisation might put stress on labour
conditions, but promises enormous opportunities in many
fields, which makes it imperative to approach the topic from
as many angles as possible.
In 2018, there were two other country specific issues: one
on China with analyses of the re-emergence of China to the
main stage of world economy, supported by the Embassy of
China in Hungary, and another on India, which attempted to
portray this little-known country which has gradually come
to prominence in demographics, economic prowess, and
political significance. Another SUSCO-related issue came
out in autumn, this time about climate change’s effect on
human conditions and the controversial relation between
migration and climatic aberrations becoming the new norm.
This year, we have already published an issue on smart
technologies which seem to enjoy prevalence nowadays on
all levels of our existence and opening up huge opportunities
but also involving many disruptive effects. We are also
planning to dedicate an issue to the NATO anniversary, and
two others to two other geographic areas underresearched in
Hungary: Japan and the Arabic world.

In 2017, the quarterly came out with French and German
issues in an effort to reflect on the tremendous changes
brought about by the respective elections of those countries.
Not merely a platform to articulate views on contemporary
political and social concerns, these two also try to make
a discrete overview of the country’s past and present
conditions, as well as possible routes to follow in the future.
The first issue in 2018 focused on the technological,
business, and social consequences of increasing industrial
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SUSTAINABILITY
—
The Antall József Knowledge
Centre also considers it important
to include sustainable development in
its national and international
projects.

Our commitment to the aims of sustainable development dates
back to November 2013 when AJKC, in consultation with the
Permanent Mission of Hungary to the UN in New York, created
a department to develop an annual sustainable development
conference with a specific Central European regional focus.
The conference series is organised in partnership with the
Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung in Hungary.

—

SUSCO BUDAPEST CONFERENCE
SUSCO Budapest is the biggest event organised by the
Sustainable Development Department. The long-term aim of
the conference is to establish a Central European sustainable
development network. Such a network provides an opportunity
to discuss challenges and best practices, as well as exchange
experience and find common solutions for the region. In this
spirit, the annual SUSCO Budapest Conference facilitates
dialogue among the regional, governmental, academic,
corporate, and civil spheres.

SUSCO BUDAPEST 2014
The first instalment of the international conference series
focused on various aspects of sustainable development
including its primary objectives and the history of its realisation.
The first day of the conference, held at Millenáris Park, was
devoted to discussing sustainability in general and the
possibilities of integrating international goals into national and
regional regulations, with special regard to the governance of
sustainable development and the ways of its implementation
in East-Central Europe. With particular attention on the Water,
Food, and Energy Nexus, the second day revolved around the
topic of sustainability in practice.

—

SUSCO EXPO 2014
SUSCO Expo, a side event to SUSCO Budapest 2014, provided
an opportunity for civil organisations, start-ups, and
companies working in the spirit of sustainability to introduce
themselves and their projects, as well as to identify ways of
future cooperation. In addition to the exhibitions, different
exciting and interactive programmes awaited the audience.
Visitors among others had the chance to compile case studies
on sustainable business models and on the basic components
of environmental-conscious enterprises.

—

SUSCO BUDAPEST 2015
The second instalment of the international conference on
sustainable development examined liveable cities through
concrete examples. The invited experts discussed three main
topics at Akvárium Klub, namely the possibilities of developing
a sustainable urban transportation system at the national
and regional level, ways of promoting green buildings within
the newly built stock, and sustainable urban planning. In
addition, they emphasised the importance of the regional
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals adopted
by the UN in September.

—

SUSCO EXPO 2015
Concurrently organised with SUSCO Budapest 2015, the
event featured experts that offered innovative solutions to the
most recent questions of urban development. 26 exhibitors
introduced their products, current activities, and future
projects to the visitors. As part of the event, 15 lectures and
6 workshops were held in order to provide attendees with a
better understanding of the topics at hand.

—

SUSCO BUDAPEST 2016
The conference focused on sustainable urban water
management, reflecting upon the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) adopted by the United Nations in September
2015. According to estimations, around 4 billion people will
live in water-stressed areas by 2050. If current tendencies are
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not changed, water security will be increasingly jeopardised.
We must think carefully about how to manage urban water
costs effectively and learn from the experience of others in
addressing the demand and supply sides of the urban water
management challenge. The aims of SUSCO Budapest 2016
were to facilitate the outlining of proper strategies conforming
to national and regional circumstances and put the theory of
sustainable urban water management into practice.

—

SUSCO BUDAPEST 2017
The shifting global energy market is one of the main
challenges of the coming decades. SUSCO Budapest 2017,
The Global Energy Landscape: Is our supply mix future
proof?, discussed issues on global energy supply and energy
security. Geopolitical disruptors in the global energy security,
emerging technologies and on-the-move solutions were on
the agenda. The speakers of the conference called attention
to important goals, such as the promotion of environmental
and energy issues, the creation of a strong dialogue on
relevant political issues, and close cooperation. The
conference outlined how new technologies make different
solutions available, the choices of which are of strategic
importance.

—

SUSCO BUDAPEST 2018
The conference, entitled Environmental Migration,
discussed issues on global climate-induced migration,
understanding links between environmental constraints
and social responses. It pointed out the current changing
environmental conditions around the globe and highlighted
the most affected regions, while searching for answers to
questions such as what are the interlinkages between human
mobility and climatic factors.
The event’s keynote speaker, Franco Frattini, President of
the Italian Society for International Organization and former
Foreign Minister of Italy, emphasised that the phenomenon
requires the implementation of global strategies and policies.
Frattini highlighted that environmental protection must be a
priority for the international community.

SUSCO YOUTH
The lecture series for university students and young
professionals was launched in February 2014 as a side event of
the SUSCO Budapest Conference. The aim of the programme
series is to provide in-depth analysis of various topics
through lectures delivered by experts. The sessions involving
universities, international organisations, and embassies
examine different fields of sustainable development.

—

SUSCHOOL
The Knowledge Centre organised for the first time a two-round
contest for secondary school students in spring 2014 as a side
event to the international conference, SUSCO Budapest 2014.
The aims of the project include assessing and broadening
the knowledge of students on sustainable development and
environmental protection and encouraging them to make their
school and environment more sustainable. Due to the popularity
of the programme, an accompanying lecture series was launched
in autumn 2015 where, through monthly meetings with experts,
secondary school students have the opportunity to expand
their knowledge on topics such as climate change, protection of
environmental resources, and sustainable consumption habits.
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TALENT
—

In accordance with the Antall
tradition, the Antall József
Knowledge Centre’s main objectives are
talent management and promoting
the spread of knowledge.

During the ten years of its operation, the Knowledge Centre
has launched many talent management programmes.
In addition, AJKC has organised various interactive
programmes aimed at talent management. Advertised for
secondary school and university students, the Speaking
European seminar and simulation game offers insight into
the operation of the EU and its negotiation techniques, as
well as the decision-making mechanism.

—

ANTALL JÓZSEF SUMMER SCHOOL
The Visegrad Cooperation plays a central role in the life and
activities of the Antall József Knowledge Centre, as the very
concept of the V4 was established by József Antall.
The Antall József Summer School was launched in 2013
with the aim of strengthening the Visegrad Cooperation and
rendering it more visible also in the field of education. Each year,
35 students (selected upon criteria such as motivation, degree
of interest taken in the V4, as well as professional background)
are admitted into the two-week educational programme.
Not only is the high number of applications, many times
the number of places available, indicative of the growing
significance of the Visegard Cooperation, but the diversity
of the participants too, as there have been many students
coming from outside of Europe.
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At the event, issues most relevant to the region are
discussed from various aspects including history,
financial policy, foreign and security policy, energy
policy, innovation, culture, and the question of
sustainability, thereby providing a comprehensive
picture on the Cooperation. It is a great an honour for the
Knowledge Centre to have welcomed many dignities,
professors, and experts during the five years of the
Summer School.
In addition to the various educational programmes,
participants take part in different cultural activities that
serve the purpose of facilitating Intercultural dialogue and
help them to better understand our common intellectual
heritage. Participants have the opportunity to visit Visegrad,
the location where the V4 Cooperation was founded. During
the multicultural evening, participants have a chance
to present characteristic food and costumes from their
countries and they can measure their knowledge in a pub
quiz. The casual wine-tasting event makes it possible to
experience the tastes of Visegrad with the help of quality
wine from the region.
In 2017, on the occasion of the fifth anniversary of AJSS,
the Alumni Society was established and the AJSS Alumni
Leadership Forum, together with the AJSS Alumni Talks
Series, was launched. As our institute’s main objective is
talent management, our aim with these programmes is to
address those academically or professionally advanced
former students who have leadership potential and
aspiration to develop their skills. Therefore, we organise
workshops, exclusive meetings, and other programmes
in order for them to be able to acquire new skills and
first-hand information. On the other hand, we create
a network of young experts who are focusing on the
Central European region and motivate them to initiate new
projects together.
The 2018 Antall József Summer School was held on
2–12 July 2018 with the participation of 31 students from
15 countries representing the Visegrad Countries, the

Western Balkans, and the Eastern Partnership member
states, as well as Italy, Romania, China, Greece, and
Turkey. The event was organised in partnership with the
Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung in Hungary and supported
by the International Visegrad Fund and the Hungarian
Oil and Gas company MOL. Our institutional partners
included New Eastern Europe, EUROPEUM – Institute
for European Policy, and the Slovak Foreign Policy
Association. Selected topics discussed in the form of
lectures, panels, workshops, and simulations during the
sixth instalment included the future of the Euro-Atlantic
cooperation, current security challenges in the region,
cyber security, and current trends in the V4’s foreign
relations. The programme also contained lectures and
panel discussions about topics related to the relations
of the V4 countries to East-Asia, focusing specifically on
China, as well as the ways in which their relations can
be made balanced. As part of the neighbourhood policy
section, the Berlin process and integration of the Western
Balkan region was discussed, while the challenges of the
EU were under scrutiny analysing the EU’s global strategy
and the challenges faced by the MENA region. In addition,
the situation of minority communities in the EU was also
examined, while the phenomenon of Euroscepticism and
aspects of confidence crisis in the EU were explored
through workshops and panel discussions.

anniversary of the V4 joining the EU and the 70 th anniversary
of signing the treaty that led to the creation of NATO, the V4
are presented with the perfect opportunity to think about,
rethink, and discuss their role played in such partnerships.
In addition, as Slovakia assumes the chairmanship of the
OSCE for the year 2019, participants will be able to gain a
better understanding of the security cooperation between
the Visegrad Countries, as well as Central Asian and North
American states, and also the role of the Visegrad Cooperation
in this political dialogue. These issues will be analysed in the
light of current political and security policy events (for example,
the European Parliamentary elections, Polish parliamentary
elections, Slovakian presidential elections, the Brexit, or NATO
missions) by talented young people coming from the Visegrad
Countries, as well as the Western Balkan and the Eastern
European member states. In addition to the educational
programme, the Summer School also provides an avenue to
learn more about the Central European culture and values,
and other participants’ cultural heritage. For this purpose,
museum visits, study trips, and other informal activities are
also organised.

Launched as part of the fifth instalment, the Alumni Talks
Series involved lectures by former AJSS participants
who have achieved great results. Participants also had
the chance to learn more about Hungary and the region
through the guided tour of Budapest involving interactive
tasks, the visit to the Parliament, the visit to Visegrad
and Szentendre, and Farewell to Spring, an exhibition on
revolutionary youth magazines commemorating the 50 th
anniversary of 1968.
The 2019 edition of the Antall József Summer School
will revolve around the role of the Visegrad Countries
in regional partnerships, such as the European Union,
NATO, and the OSCE. Given the fact that 2019 marks the 15th
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WORKSHOPS
AJKC realised various workshops for the members
of the young generation to deepen their knowledge
on the Visegrad region. The CEI workshops invited
young researchers and university students to discuss
questions relevant to the Central European region such
as multiculturalism, minority rights, and migration. The
Polish–Hungarian workshop was held on the occasion of
the 25th anniversary of the regime changes. The Budapest
Session of the Visegrad School of Political Studies (VSPS),
an event series by EAD, offered young people a chance
to attain comprehensive knowledge on the V4 and in the
area of their expertise. In 2015, the Europe Day Workshop
was held with the aim of helping young people get better
acquainted with the goals of the European Development
Year by the European Parliament.

—

INTERNSHIP PROGRAMME

GOOD EDUCATION – GOOD SCHOOL

A key element of AJKC’s talent management profile is the
internship programme which enables young people to gain
practical knowledge beyond the theoretical education
provided by universities. Through our internship
opportunities, numerous university students can take
part in the organisation of our events and assist the
work of our offices in Budapest, Pécs, and Győr. The
most excellent interns have the chance to exchange
experience in the Brussels Office of AJKC.

In the first half of 2016, the Knowledge Centre, the Ministry
of Human Capacities, and the Centre for Fundamental
Rights organised a two-part conference with the title Good
Education – Good School. The purpose of the event was
to show best practices in the field of integrative education
which have the potential of becoming widespread in the
entire country.

—

TALENT ACADEMY

AJKC’S BRUSSELS FELLOWSHIP

The aim of the Talent Academy programme series is to
provide useful information and practical help about higher
education, as well as introduce different professions with
the assistance of experts and professionals. High school
students can meet young representatives of different
professions in small groups, each focusing on one topic.
This format allows them to ask questions and eventually
make a more informed decision about their future studies
and career. This personal connection and mentoring is the
foundation of the programme, helping students decide
which profession suits their personality best based on the
presented career paths and patterns.

AJKC’s Brussels Fellowship provides an opportunity for
students of some of the best US universities to participate
in the work of the Knowledge Centre’s Brussels Office
on a three- or six-month stipend. Fellows are involved in
developing and implementing the Office’s programmes,
while gaining first-hand experience with the work of
local EU and NATO institutions. Furthermore, successful
applicants are also granted participation in the Antall
József Summer School.

—

FULBRIGHT PROGRAMME
Thanks to the agreement with the Fulbright Commission,
opportunities are given to American students with
outstanding results wishing to do research in Hungary
about the most important political, social, and economic
issues of the Central European region. The programme
enables Fulbright fellows to take part in the work of the
Knowledge Centre and learn more about scientific and
public life in Hungary. AJKC currently offers a nine-month
stipend for aspiring researchers.
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and Győr-Moson-Sopron County. The seventh instalment
of the series, to be held in spring 2020, will focus on the
effect of the film industry on the image of Hungary.

—

CROSS-BORDER RELATIONS
Just like for the late Prime Minister József Antall, cross-
border Hungarians constitute a priority for the Knowledge
Centre.Therefore, our institution takes part in the Bálványos
Free University every year with programmes through which
minority-status Hungarians can learn more about our
activities.

During company visits, Talent Academy takes high school
students to the headquarters of different companies,
where employees present their workflows and work
environment in an authentic atmosphere. During these
occasions, future university students get to know
the different fields, such as the public, business, and
academic sectors, with the guidance of representatives
who share personal advice and experience regarding
career choice. This programme series was held in the
academic year 2018/2019 with the support of the Human
Capacities Grant Management Office (EMET).

—

COUNTRY IMAGE CONFERENCES
It is exceptionally important for AJKC to initiate a dialogue
about the image of Hungary and involve Hungarian
decision-makers, experts, and businesses responsible
for shaping that image. For this purpose, we launched the
Country Image Conference series in 2012.
The six sessions over the years focused on wine and
gastronomy, health and cultural tourism, culture and
entertainment, sport and science, and some special
touristic regions, such as the Southern Transdanubia region

51

DANUBE REGATTA
—
The Danube Regatta is Hungary’s
biggest cultural, music, and sporting event,
an international rowing and dragon boat
competition between universities.

The Regatta was first organised by the Antall József Knowledge
Centre in 2013. The number of Hungarian universities
represented at the event is growing year by year, from 6 to 18
during its six instalments, while foreign universities also
join the competition to test their strength in the spirit of
sportsmanship on the most beautiful stretch of the Danube
in Budapest.
Péter Antall, the Knowledge Centre’s Director, articulated the
reasons behind establishing the Danube Regatta as follows:
“The decision to organise the Regatta was inspired
by the Danube: the Knowledge Centre’s first office was
established in 2010 at Corvinus University, which offered a
superb view of the river. Then it came to my mind
that the river not only separates the universities facing each
other on the two banks of the river, but it can also
serve as a means of linking them. In addition to that, we
wanted to establish a tradition, promote sports among
the youth, and raise awareness of the diverse use of the
Danube. Thus, the Danube Regatta was born, which
has since then become a tradition and the sporting
festival of the year.”
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The main goals of the Danube Regatta include strengthening
interuniversity relations, improving the image of Hungary,
emphasising the importance of sports and a healthy lifestyle,
as well as promoting the diverse use of the Danube. Every year,
these goals are supported by patrons of considerable renown
such as First Ladies of Poland and Hungary, Anna Komorowska
and Anita Herczegh, HE Colleen Bell, US Ambassador to
Hungary, and HE Iain Lindsay, British Ambassador to Hungary.
Stretching from the Parliament and the Vígadó Concert Hall
to the main building of the Budapest University of Technology
and Economics, the race course lies in the heart of Budapest.
Teams delegated by universities compete in rowing and
dragon boat races varying in length. Eights are manned by
professionals, while the crew of the dragon boats consist of
enthusiastic and adventurous amateurs.
The first three events of the Regatta hosted teams from
universities from cities lying on the banks of the Danube, the
Visegrad Countries, and the US (Harvard and Princeton). In
2016, the legendary rivals of the British rowing culture, Oxford
and Cambridge, while in 2017, rower teams of Maastricht
and Hannover came to face off against their Hungarian
counterparts. In 2018, on the occasion of the Hungarian
Presidency of the Visegrad Group, we welcomed teams from the
Visegrad Countries again, who this time not only competed in the
rowing and dragon boat races, but in other sports events as well.
As reflected by the slogan SPORT. TRADITION. EXPERIENCE,
the Danube Regatta endeavours to be a community-building
event that offers the chance for competition and teambuilding
to both Hungarian and foreign universities. Besides water
sports events, the Regatta has a music contest called the
Sound of the University, which provides university bands
with the opportunity to perform in front of a wider audience.
In addition, colourful and spectacular sporting and cultural
programmes at the embankment await people attending the event.
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BRUSSELS OFFICE
—
The Brussels Office of the Antall
József Knowledge Centre also
represents the political, economic, and
cultural philosophy of József Antall,
Hungary’s first democratically-elected
Prime Minister after
the fall of Communism.

The Office is following in the footsteps of Prime Minister Antall
whose vision of Hungary and its place in Europe made him
a remarkable statesman. He was not only the initiator of the
Visegrad Cooperation, but he also started the EU accession
talks as soon as Hungary regained its full sovereignty. With his
visit to the NATO Headquarters in Brussels on 18 July 1990, he
paved the way for Hungary’s full membership in NATO. On 16
December 1991, he signed the Association Agreement of the
European Communities.
The aim of the Brussels Office is to preserve this pro-European
and pro-Transatlantic legacy, as well as PM Antall’s belief
in participatory democracy and freedom, while also
emphasising the importance of learning the lessons of history
and promoting future progress. The establishment of the
Brussels Office enables the Knowledge Centre to transcend
regional boundaries and represent the legacy and values
of Prime Minister Antall on a European level. Therefore, the
Office’s objectives include analysing the political-economicsocial agenda of the EU, connecting Hungarian opinion
leaders with their international counterparts, organising
events, and engaging established experts and young people
in an intercultural dialogue. The Office’s foci are foreign and
security policy, the Visegrad Cooperation, energy, sustainable
development, smart cities, good governance, Industry 4.0,
local issues in a globalised world, historical-cultural issues,
interreligious dialogue, and education.
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THOUGHTS ON EUROPE: THE LEGACY OF THE FOUNDING
FATHERS IN TODAY’S EUROPE
The opening of the Brussels Office was officially announced
by Mrs Klára Antall in the József Antall Building of the
European Parliament at the first instalment of the conference
series entitled Variations on Europe, which was organised
in cooperation with the Martens Centre and the KonradAdenauer-Stiftung on 31 March 2015. The event paid homage
to iconic politicians and thinkers who initiated and contributed
to the shaping of European integration. With the help of
foundations bearing their name, the conference recalled the
visions of Konrad Adenauer, Jean Monnet, Alcide de Gasperi,
and Robert Schuman about the future of Europe. Topics
discussed included European unity, the past 25 years of the
Union, and the challenges ahead. As part of the event, the bust
of Prime Minister József Antall was inaugurated.

—

THE PROSPECTS OF THE EU AND THE CENTRAL
AND EASTERN EUROPEAN REGION IN LIGHT OF THE
CHALLENGES OF THE 21ST CENTURY
The conference, held on 12 May 2015, focused on the
challenges of the EU and Security Policy (CFSP) and aspects
of a more sustainable Europe through the Energy Union.
Keynote speeches were delivered by Tibor Navracsics,
European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Youth and
Sport, and Didier Reynders, Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Belgium.

—

EU–CHINA COOPERATION ON SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
Focusing on the development of Chinese smart cities, the
panel discussion, Transport Innovation for Sustainable
Cities and Regions, was organised on 20 November 2015 in
cooperation with the Martens Centre. The event was part of
the annual POLIS congress.

CHALLENGES IN THE AGE OF TERROR: COUNTERTERRORISM AGENDA FOR EUROPE
The conference, organised on 26 September 2016 by the
Brussels Office in cooperation with the Egmont Institute
for International Relations and the Wilfried Martens Centre
for European Studies, focused on the most important
features of the current wave of terrorist attacks tormenting
the states of the European Union. The guest speakers
discussed the possible policy steps EU organisations and
member states should implement to counter this lasting
danger.

SAVING SCHENGEN
The Brussels Office, in cooperation with the European Policy
Centre (EPC), organised the Saving Schengen roundtable
discussion on 2 June 2016. As part of the event, Hungarian and
Italian experts discussed whether the EU needed to protect
its borders more effectively as a result of the large inflow of
migrants or the terrorist attacks on many European cities.
Speakers included Szabolcs Takács, State Secretary for EU
Affairs, Marco Peronaci, Senior Advisor to the Italian Minister
of Interior, Alexandra Gatto, European Parliamentary Research
Service, and Fabian Zuleeg, Executive Director of EPC.

—

EUROPE NEEDS TO DO MORE – A WAY TOWARDS DEEPER
DEFENCE INTEGRATION
The international conference was organised with the
support of the Wilfried Martens Centre for European
Studies on 8 March 2017. In his opening speech, Mikuláš
Dzurinda, President of the Wilfried Martens Centre for
European Studies, emphasised that we are witnessing a
changing world order, a “New World Disorder” with Russia’s
annexation of Crimea and the threat of terrorism. Gábor
Iklódy, Director of the Crisis Management and Planning at the
Directorate of the External Action Service, emphasised that
there is no conflict of interest between NATO and developing
EU’s defence capabilities, as the former is focused on
territorial defence, and EU security integration tears down
internal borders to maximise the efficiency, resilience, and
protection of our external borders. The participants of the
conference discussed the balance between the member
states and the EU in terms of security, the need for research
and development, and the possible ways to evolve. In his
closing speech, Harry Rusz, Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary and Representative to the PSC, concluded
that there is a consensus regarding the fact that there is a
historic opportunity to achieve strategic autonomy for the
European Union as a security provider.

—

THE FUTURE OF HEALTHCARE IN THE AGE OF
DIGITALISATION
PRESENT DAY CHALLENGES OF THE
CEE REGION – THE FUTURE PERSPECTIVE OF THE
VISEGRAD COOPERATION
To commemorate the 25th anniversary of the formation
of the Visegrad Cooperation, the Knowledge Centre,
in cooperation with the Martens Centre, organised a
roundtable discussion on 14 November 2016. The event
aimed to discuss the present of the cooperation and the
future challenges it will have to face, as well as examine and
evaluate the Cooperation from a European perspective.

AJKC, in cooperation with the Wilfried Martens Centre for
European Studies and the Hungarian digital industries’ umbrella
organisation, Infotér, organised an international conference on
the future of healthcare in a digitalised world on 8 November 2017
in Brussels. The important question of the effects of eHealth on
everyday life was discussed in two panels featuring international
experts. Despina Spanou, Director for Digital Society, Trust
and Cybersecurity at the Directorate-General CONNECT, as
well as Tapani Piha, Head of Unit responsible for eHealth at the
Directorate-General for Health and Food Safety, pointed out that
eHealth has a huge potential to improve the quality of crossborder healthcare for the citizens of the EU. According to HE
Tibor Stelbaczky, Ambassador at the Permanent Representation
of Hungary to the EU, the state of a nation’s citizens’ individual
health reflects the competitiveness of the nation. Miklós Szócska,
former Hungarian State Secretary for Health, stressed the
importance of making data accessible for healthcare providers.
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OUR FUTURE IN THE AGE OF NEW TRANSATLANTICISM
The aim of the conference was to discuss US–European
relations after the Brexit. HE Péter Sztáray, Hungarian
Ambassador to NATO, Antonio López-Istúriz White, SecretaryGeneral of the European People’s Party and Member of the
European Parliament, and Ambassador Edita Hrdá, Managing
Director of the Americas of the European External Action
Services, all gave keynote speeches on important current
issues of security in the world.
The first panel discussion about the political relationship
and the future of diplomacy was moderated by Roland
Freundenstein, Policy Director of the Wilfried Martens Centre
for European Studies and included Jana Puglierin, Head of the
Alfred von Oppenheim Centre for European Policy Studies within
the German Council on Foreign Relations, Professor Zbigniew
Lewicki, Chairman of the Boards of The Polish Institute of
International Affairs, György Szapáry, Former Ambassador
of Hungary to the United States, and Max Primorac, President of
the Institute for Stabilization and Transition.
The second podium discussion focusing on the US–
European relations from security aspects included Bruno
Lété, Senior Fellow for Security and Defence Policy at the
German Marshall Fund, Petr Chalupeczky, Head of the NATO
and Multilateral Affairs Section of the Political and Security
Policy Division, Péter Siklósi, Deputy State Secretary for
Defence Policy and Planning of the Ministry of Defence, Jan
Havranek, Defence Counsellor of the Czech Delegation to
NATO, and Gary J Schmitt, Co-Director of the Marilyn Ware
Centre for Security Studies.
The third panel was dedicated to discussing the outcome of
the conference. The participating think tanks included the
Centre for European and North Atlantic Affairs from Slovakia,
the Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies, the Aspen
Institute from the Czech Republic, the Robert Schuman
Foundation from France, EUROPEUM from the Czech Republic,
and the Institute of Foreign Affairs and Trade from Hungary.
This panel was moderated by Miriam Lexmann, Director of the
EU office of the International Republican Institute.

—

HOW DOES CENTRAL EUROPE DEFINE ITSELF WITHIN THE
EU?
The conference was organised on 25 September 2017 at
the József Antall Building of the European Parliament in
cooperation with Member of Parliament Pál Csáky who
also acted as host. Mr Csáky welcomed the attendees from
European institutions. He opened the conference by raising
the question of whether Central Europe really exists as an
entity within Europe. In his opinion, there is only one Europe
and its greatest value is the European Union. The opening
speech was delivered by MEP and Vice President of the
European Parliament Mairead McGuinness. Ms McGuinness
welcomed the guests of the full-house event organised under
the patronage of Antonio Tajani, President of the European
Parliament. As part of the event, Mr Csáky’s new book was
also launched.
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THE ELECTROMOBILITY REVOLUTION IN EUROPE –
CHALLENGES OF MARKET ENGINEERING AND
INNOVATION IN COHESION COUNTRIES
The conference examined the results and future aspects
of electromobility from the perspectives of EU cohesion
countries. The event focused on national implementation
plans, the role of the European Commission, as well as
the executive roadmaps of the industry representing
the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia, Croatia, and
Hungary.
The three panels included Juraj Nociar, Head of Cabinet
of Vice President Maroš Šefčovič, HE Tibor Stelbaczky,
Coreper I Ambassador at the Permanent Representation
of Hungary to the European Union, José FernandezGarcia, Policy Officer for Clean Transport at the European
Commission, David Polutnik, Head of Transport of the
City of Ljubljana, Ludmila Farkasovska, Deputy Mayor of
Bratislava, and Sonja Van Renssen, from the EnergyPost.
eu as moderator.
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As the nature of warfare has been transformed, the
international community and individual states need to adapt
fast, otherwise the faith and trust in democratic institutions
and in the global systems will collapse, bringing an unknown
size of damage to our free world. Prevention, protection,
and resilience building requires a cross-policy approach, as
in this case national security and law enforcement bodies
can tackle the danger only until a certain level.

A N K
THE ROLE OF THINK TANKS IN EU POLICY PROCESS
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
Residence Palace, Brussels
12. october 2016 10:00 am - 12:30 pm

During the last decade, the think tank world went through
serious restructuring, due to the 2008 financial crisis, the
rapid speed of digitalisation, the new political challenges
rooted in globalisation, and the alternation in the demand of
the market. During the conference, several representatives
of think tanks such as EUROPEUM, the Centre for European
and North Atlantic Affair, the German Marshall Fund of the
United States, the Institute of Foreign Affairs and Trade of
Hungary, the European Policy Centre, the Centre for Eastern
Studies of Poland, exchanged their expertise and best
practices to tackle the common challenges they face in
Brussels and the capitals.

—

THE FUTURE OF CYBEREWARFARE
The revolution within the telecommunications industry
gave way to an unprecedented level of global development.
As we experience an increasing dependence on our digital
networks (i.e. financial systems, energy infrastructure,
political systems, and communication tools) in a
progressively interconnected digital world, our societies are
facing immense possibilities of growth, while, on the other
hand, a huge number of widespread cyberattacks find the
most vulnerable spots of our systems on a daily basis.
In the cyber era, where cyberspace became an independent
domain next to land, air, space, and maritime domains,
states and non-state actors can in an invisible way strike
our critical infrastructures, our businesses, our service
networks, and any forms of human communication without
crossing any physical boundaries. Cyberwarfare has
transformed the definition and meaning of war. In today’s
information warfare, the protection of our citizens and our
societies has become a great challenge, as the logic of
deterrence can no longer be applied.

MFF CONFERENCES
Adding to the ongoing discussion, the Antall József
Knowledge Centre, in cooperation with the Permanent
Representation of Hungary to the European Union, organised
a four-session debate on the post-2020 Multiannual
Financial Framework (MFF). Partners of the conference
series included: EUROPEUM (the Czechia), Permanent
Representation of Poland, Tatra Schuman Slovakia, and the
respective Permanent Representation to the European Union.
Between February and May 2018, we discussed the future
of the European integration, which significantly depends on
how the Member States can find the right balance between
the EU’s long-term, treaty-based goals and its new priorities.
The conference series focused on the most pressing issues
and tried to provide useful input for the ongoing MFF
negotiations. After the conference, two policy papers were
presented.

—

EU SANCTIONS AGAINST RUSSIA: WHAT IS NEXT?
The Antall József Knowledge Centre and the European
Parliament Research Service (EPRS) held a conference on 16
May 2018 at the European Parliament’s library in Brussels.
Since March 2014, the EU has progressively imposed
restrictive measures against Russia, which were adopted in
response to the illegal annexation of Crimea and the deliberate
destabilisation of Ukraine. The EU’s already four-year-long
sanction policy against Russia had specifically focused on the
economic area. The purpose of the event was to present the
impacts and consequences of this sanction policy, based on
the latest research.
Sandra Kalniete, Member of the European Parliament and
rapporteur of the EU-Russia Report, said during her opening
remarks that that no one has an answer to the question
“What’s next?” as today the EU’s relationship to Russia is
characterised by the notions of “interdependence” and “red
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lines.” MEP Kalniete highlighed that the European Union has
to pursue a credible deterrence when it comes to sanction
politics against Russia.
During the roundtable discussion moderated by Monika Nogaj,
Acting Head of the External Policies Unit in the Members’
Research Service Directorate, EPRS, international experts
examined the effectiveness of the different sanctions imposed
by the European Union on Russia. Martin Russell, Policy
Analyst, European Parliamentary Research Service, gave an
overview of the EU’s and the US’ Ukraine-related sanctions
against Russia and Russian counter-sanctions. Eric Peters,
Fulbright Scholar, Antall József Knowledge Centre, presented
the economic, and Fernando Andersen Guimaraes, Head of
Division for Russia, European External Action Service, the
political impacts of Ukraine-related sanctions. The Russian
perspective was introduced by Professor Dr Irina Busygina,
National Research University Higher School of Economics in
Saint Petersburg.

“HERE WE COME!”
The Conference on Talent Management and Youth Perspectives
in the Western Balkans was co-organised with the Wilfried
Martens Centre for European Studies on 19 June 2018. The
event presented the background of the mass exodus of young
people from the Southeast European neighbourhood, as it is
a serious consequence of sectoral problems, strongly related
to unemployment, higher educational systems, and the job
market conditions. In addition, these countries are also facing
brain drain. The invited speakers answered these very specific
questions during the one-day event.
The European Commission was represented by
Commissioners Tibor Navracsics and Johannes Hahn. They
highlighted that the EU tries to help with different strategies,
but most of them are still in an early phase when it comes to
the implementation process. Representatives of the European
Parliament are also involved in the policy-making process.
During the conference, Members of the European Parliament
Eva Maydell, Knut Fleckenstein, and Andor Deli highlighted the
importance of the soft and hard connectivity between the EU
and the Western Balkans.
In this complex situation, the role and the importance of
social responsibility and entrepreneurship are becoming more
and more significant. In a roundtable discussion, six young
speakers from the Balkans presented current challenges that
youth from the region have to face. Afterwards, a workshop
took place, where the participants could exchange their views
on the possibilities of knowledge transfer, innovation, and
entrepreneurship.

—

PATENTS AND PATIENTS – THE FUTURE OF THE EUROPEAN
PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY
On 10 October 2018, a lunch debate took place at
the Hungarian EU Permanent Representation on the
draft regulation on manufacturing waiver related to
supplementary patent protection certificates. The event
was organised by Antall József Knowledge Centre and
gathered speakers from a wide spectrum in order to present
the issue from different perspectives. The aim of the event
was to examine whether the impacts on European public
health were taken into account when proposing the SPC
manufacturing waiver.
In his opening remarks, György Hölvényi, Member of
the European Parliament and Member of the ENVI
Committee, acknowledged that the manufacturing waiver
has beneficial economic effects but also expressed
the hope that a decision that is the most favorable for
patients would be made. During the debate moderated by
Xavier Seuba, Associate Professor of Law at University of
Strasbourg, Christine Dawson, Director of the European
Social Insurance Platform, and Sergio Napolitano, Legal
and External Relations Director at Medicines for Europe,
shared the same view regarding the importance of
patient access to medicines. Maximilian Von Olenhusen,
Head EU Relations at Novartis, spoke about how the
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role of innovation is essential accessing new therapies.
In his closing remarks, Ambassador Tibor Stelbaczky,
Deputy Permanent Representative at the Permanent
Representation of Hungary to the EU, emphasised that
medicines are not everyday consumer goods and that they
are the cornerstone of the health care system.

of expression. Therefore, increasing the level of public
trust before the 2019 European elections are among the
priorities of Member States and EU institutions in order to
bring Europe closer to its citizens.

EXPERT ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS

—

The Antall József Knowledge Centre, together with the
Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies, organised two
expert roundtable discussions in December 2018. The first
discussion on The Future of Youth in the Quest for Defining
European Culture and Identity featured Tibor Navracsics,
European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Youth and
Sport. During the debate, speakers talked about education,
especially lifelong learning, trainings, and the innovationdriven approach of education, which have never been more
important than in today’s ever-changing times. A special
emphasis was put on talent management, the creation of
a personalised approach in learning, placing adaptive skills
high on the curricula, as well as the promotion of cultural
diversity. These are all key elements of keeping the youth
of Europe more competitive in a fast-changing, highly
digitalised world. The establishment of the European
Education Area by 2025 is among the main priorities of the
European Commission to invest in young people and in the
future of the European Union.

DECODED DEMOCRACY –
TODAY’S CHALLENGES IN THE CYBER DOMAIN AS WE
PREPARE FOR EUROPEAN ELECTIONS

—

The second roundtable discussion was entitled Restricted
Democracy – Communication in Europe Today, featuring
Minister of State for EU Relations Judit Varga. During
the panel discussion, invited speakers talked about
recent developments in communication technologies,
as they have allowed for a new expansion of political
participation and discourse. Reconnecting decision
makers to European citizens has never been easier.
Meanwhile, according to a recent survey conducted by
the European Commission, more than three-quarters of
Europeans feel that democracy is at stake when it comes
to trusted information. Amongst the main challenges of
modern time communication is the emergence of fake
news and disinformation campaigns coming from foes
of the European project, direct democracy, and freedom

At the end of the expert discussion, two policy papers were
presented, one on future education, and another on the
importance of modern-day communication.

The event organised by the Antall József Knowledge Centre and
the Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies analysed the
cyber strategies, the preparedness, and the resilience of the
Member States and the European institutions. Cyberattacks
and disinformation have become common, everyday incidents
that countries have to deal with. The attacks on states, on their
public and social institutions, and on private companies have
become more and more intensified. In addition to these direct
threats, “soft attacks” are also threatening the reputation,
trustworthiness, and common values of our countries and
societies. The wider phenomenon of fake news production
and disinformation are also part of this soft intrusion.
On 7 March 2019, the conference outlined the state of play
in the different states by analysing their prevention and
reaction capacities and presented the different national
cyberstrategies of the EU, its Member States, and the United
States. The discussion of this topic is becoming increasingly
important, as the European Union is preparing for elections.
Therefore, the conference analysed the security situation,
as well as the preparedness and resilience of the Member
States and the European institutions. The invited experts
agreed that the three T—trust, truth, and transparency—
shall be taken seriously. Therefore, investing in education,
infrastructure, and journalism and media around Europe is
crucial if we want to have free, fair, open, and anonymous
elections in May 2019.
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PÉCS
—
Given the fact that the University
of Pécs is the oldest and one of the largest
institutions of higher education in the
country, it is a location most suitable for the
events and talent management activities of
the Knowledge Centre.

A long-term goal of the Antall József Knowledge Centre is
to promote the legacy of its namesake and the institution’s
values not only in Budapest, but in other Hungarian
university towns as well. The first regional office was opened
in Pécs in July 2013. Given the fact that the University
of Pécs is the oldest and one of the largest institutions
of higher education in the country, it is a location most
suitable for the events and talent management activities
of the Knowledge Centre. Our institution endeavours to
make the scientific and community life of the university
more diverse through the organisation of joint projects, as
well as to give a chance to as many university students in
Pécs as possible to gain work experience via the internship
opportunities on offer.

The Pécs Office finds it of crucial importance to organise
book launches for the most notable volumes released by
the Knowledge Centre in Pécs as well. Therefore, the Pécs
Office hosts at least one book launch per semester. Each
semester, the Office returns with a new thematic event series,
accompanied by a workshop—this way, no week passes
without an AJKC event. In the past six years, 144 speakers
have delivered lectures at the approximately 81 events
organised by the Pécs Office of the Knowledge Centre for
an audience of around 5000 people. In the past years, Pécs
hosted the following programme series: USA – Familiar but
Unknown, Ten Years of Hungary in the European Union, Career
Academy, and Diplomats’ Club, while in 2015, thematic events
such as Foreign and Security Policy First-hand, BRIC(S) –
From Laggers to Leaders, Getting to Know Dictatorships, and
Ideologies in the Past 25 Years were offered to the audience.
The 2016 programmes series of the Pécs Office included
The Role of Hungary in International Organisations, Special
Vocations, Hungarians in the World, and The 25 Years of the
Visegrad Cooperation. In 2017, the Pécs Office examined the
higher education system both on the national and international
level, while also focusing ont he challenges it has to face in
the 21st century. In 2018, the Pécs Office celebrated its 5-yearanniversary with the best speakers and most sucsessful
lecturers of the former years.

—

USA – AN UNKNOWN FAMILIAR
Organising this programme series during the spring semester
of 2014 allowed students to look behind the scenes of this
unknown but misunderstood world every month in cooperation
with experts on American society, politics, economics and
civil life. Current issues such as conflicts arising from cultural
diversity, raising the budget ceiling, or shifting priorities in
foreign policy provided the basis of the programme.

—

HUNGARY IN THE EUROPEAN UNION FOR 10 YEARS
The tenth anniversary of our accession to the EU provided
an excellent opportunity to invite professionals to assess the
first decade of Hungary in united Europe. During the lectures,
students were presented a complex picture about the European
integration of Hungary, the most important experiences of the
past 10 years, successes and failures of cohesion, dilemmas
of asserting interest nationally and communally, as well as
the political and economic achievements of EU membership.
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GYŐR
—
The Antall Jozsef Knowledge Centre
opened its third office in Hungary in Gyor,
the most important university towns of the
northern west part of the country.

As result of the cooperation agreement between Széchenyi
István University and the Antall József Knowledge Centre,
the Győr Office was opened in September 2016. The aims of
the Office include enriching the academic and community
life of the university through the organisation of joint events
and addressing locals interested in political and social
sciences, as well as the representatives of the private sector
via its programmes and projects. Internship programmes are
also available in Győr, thereby providing students with the
opportunity to acquaint themselves with and take part in the
work of the Knowledge Centre.

THE POSSIBILITIES OF THE DANUBE REGION STRATEGY
IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE
The EU Strategy for the Danube Region (EUSDR) was an
achievement of the Hungarian Presidency in 2011. The area
covered stretches from the Black Forest to the Black Sea
and is home to 115 million inhabitants. The strategy intends
to develop coordinated policies and actions in the area of the
river basin and is based on 4 pillars and 11 priority areas, with
mobility, energy, biodiversity, socio-economic development
and safety as the key issues.
In 2016, the Antall József Knowledge Centre, working in
cooperation with Hanns Seidel Foundation and Széchenyi
István University, has started a conference series in Győr
aiming to evaluate various priority areas of the EUSDR
and discuss future possibilities in Central Europe. The first
conference was held on 7 December 2016 entitled The
Possibilities of the Danube Region Strategy in Central and
Eastern Europe. In the first panel (Water and Environment –
Governments’ Perspectives), the environmental aspects of the
Strategy were analysed, while the second panel (Education
and Research) focused on potential avenues of cooperation
between research institutes, universities, and companies.
The Knowledge Centre and the Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung, in
cooperation with Széchenyi István University, organised the
second instalment of the conference entitled Second Danube
Region Strategy Conference in Győr – Focusing on Tourism
and Landscape & Security Cooperation on 14 April 2018.
The aim of the event was to evaluate the EU Strategy for the
Danube Region (EUSDR) and discuss its future possibilities
in the wider Central European region. The conference
revolved around the tourism, landscape, and security
cooperation perspectives of the EUSDR. Speakers included
Veronika Antall-Horváth, Deputy Director of the Antall József
Knowledge Centre, Professor Dr Péter Földesi, Rector of the
Széchenyi István University, Stephanie Blutaumüller, Project
Coordinator of DANUBEPARKS, Gergely Bartal, Territorial
Coordinator at the North Transdanubian Water Directorate, Dr
Viktor György Oroszi, EUSDR expert of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Trade of Hungary, and by Dr Habil László Milassin,
Associate Professor and Head of Centre for European Studies
of Széchenyi István University.

—

VISEGRAD COOPERATION TODAY – CURRENT
CHALLENGES AND THE HUNGARIAN PRESIDENCY
In accordance with József Antall’s legacy, the Győr Office
of Antall József Knowledge Centre organised a roundtable
discussion focusing on the Visegrad Cooperation on 17 October
2017. The English language programme with Hungarian and
Slovak experts introduced the participants to the history,
the most significant fields, and the future possibilities of the
Cooperation. The role of the V4 in the European Union and
worldwide was also subject of the discussion.

65

PUBLISHING
OFFICE

PUBLISHING
OFFICE
—

HORST TELTSCHIK
329 DAYS: INSIDE VIEWS OF
THE UNIFICATION
Release Date: 2015

The Antall József Knowledge Centre’s
Publishing Office makes professional and
scientific publications and textbooks on
political and social sciences available in
Hungarian, conveying the messages of
thinkers and public figures
of the world.

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SERIES

PUBLISHING OFFICE

—

LEE KUAN YEW
FROM THIRD WORLD TO FIRST
– THE SINGAPORE STORY:
1965–2000
Release Date: 2018

GEORGE BUSH
BRENT SCOWCROFT
A WORLD TRANSFORMED
Release Date: 2014

Few gave tiny Singapore much
chance of survival when it was
granted independence in 1965.
Today, the former colonial trading
post is a thriving metropolis with
the world’s number one airline,
best airport, and busiest port
of trade, and the world’s fourth
highest per capita real income.

The book offers an overview
of a remarkable time period in
foreign policy from the view of
those influencing it. President
George Henry Walker Bush, and his
former National Security Advisor
chronicle the ending of the Cold
War and the transformation of the
bipolar world order.

—

—
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Released on the occasion of the
25th anniversary of the German
reunification, the book contains
the memories of Chancellor Kohl’s
advisor. Horst Teltschik relates in
appropriate detail the story of the
329 days from the fall of the wall
to reunification.

CONDOLEEZZA RICE
NO HIGHER HONOR: A MEMOIR
OF MY YEARS IN WASHINGTON
Release Date: 2016

MARGARET THATCHER
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY
Release Date: 2014

As Secretary of State in the Bush
administration, Condoleezza Rice
played a central role in the affairs
of the 2000s. In her autobiography,
she recounts the period between
9/11 and the election of Barack
Obama, characterised by wars
and crises.

The first female leader of Europe
was given the nickname Iron
Lady for being unrelenting in her
faith. The volume is a remarkably
sincere account of her life, outlining
her uncompromising character
as a politician and depicting an
extraordinary period in history.

RONALD REAGAN
AN AMERICAN LIFE:
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY
Release Date: 2014

LEE KUAN YEW
ONE MAN’S VIEW OF THE
WORLD
Release Date: 2018

In his memoirs, one of the most
popular American presidents of all
time looks back on his career from
his childhood through his work as
an actor to his years in the White
House, while also describing the
most crucial figures of the Cold
War era.

The geopolitical insights of
Singapore’s late founding Prime
Minister Lee Kuan Yew are as
trenchant and relevant as ever
amid the societal and political
upheavals of today.

—

—
HELMUT KOHL
FROM THE FALL OF THE WALL
TO REUNIFICATION
Release Date: 2014

XI JINPING
THE GOVERNANCE OF CHINA
Release Date: 2017

Helmut Kohl reminisces about
a crucial time period in history,
the eleven month of a tense
negotiation process that resulted
in the reunification of Germany.
The Hungarian version includes
a foreword by Helmut Kohl,
ad d re s s e d s p e c if i c all y to
Hungarian readers.

A book about China’s past, present,
and future through the eyes of the
most ambitious Chinese leader. It
narrates the important global and
domestic challenges, as President
Xi Jinping sets the strategy for the
ruling party to continue supporting
his agenda for global leadership.

—

MY VISION SERIES

JÓZSEF ANTALL
POLITICAL SPEECHES AND
INTERVIEWS HELD AT HOME
AND ABROAD (IN GERMAN)
Politische Reden und
Interviews in Ungarn und im
Ausland
Release Date: 2018

JÓZSEF ANTALL
POLITICAL SPEECHES AND
INTERVIEWS HELD AT HOME
AND ABROAD (IN POLISH)
Przemówienia polityczne,
wywiady węgierskie i zagraniczne
Release Date: 2016

A selection of essays and speeches
by the first Hungarian prime
minister after the regime change.
In the book, the late prime minister
is not only introduced as a leading
politician but also as an educated
political thinker and a historian.

A selection of essays and speeches
by the first Hungarian prime
minister after the regime change.
In the book, the late prime minister
is not only introduced as a leading
politician but also as an educated
political thinker and a historian.
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DANIEL YERGIN
THE QUEST:
ENERGY, SECURITY, AND THE
REMAKING OF THE MODERN
WORLD
Release Date: 2019

HANS-GERT PÖTTERING
UNITED FOR THE BETTER:
MY EUROPEAN WAY
Release Date: 2016
Dr Hans-Gert Pöttering is one
of the key figures of European
unification, who served as Member
of the European Parliament and
later as its President, all the while
working towards integration and
building a political community
uniting all of Europe.

—

Daniel Yergin continues the story
that began in his Pulitzer Prizewinning book, The Prize. In The
Quest, he shows us how energy
is an engine of global political and
economic change and conflict.

—
JÓZSEF ANTALL
MODEL AND REALITY I–III
Release Date: 2015

JEFF KINGSTON
CONTEMPORARY JAPAN:
HISTORY, POLITICS, AND SOCIAL
CHANGE SINCE THE 1980S
Release Date: 2018

A selection of essays and speeches
by the first Hungarian prime
minister after the regime change,
divided into three volumes. In the
book, the late prime minister is
not only introduced as a leading
politician but also as an educated
political thinker and a historian.

—

MONOGRAPHS
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A comprehensive study of recent
Japanese history which now
includes the assessment of the
effects of the earthquake and
tsunami, including the political and
environmental consequences of
the Fukushima reactor meltdown.

HENRY KISSINGER
WHITE HOUSE YEARS
Release Date: 2019

EZRA F VOGEL
DENG XIAOPING AND THE
TRANSFORMATION OF CHINA
Release Date: 2018

One of the most impor tant
books to come out of the Nixon
administration, the New York Times
bestselling White House Years
covers Henry Kissinger’s first four
years as Assistant to the President
for national security affairs.

The book is a detailed account
of the life of China’s former
reformist leader whose name is
associated with China’s opening
and its ongoing economic and
social modernisation.

JAKUB J GRYGIEL
A WESS MITCHELL
THE UNQUIET FRONTIER:
RISING RIVALS, VULNERABLE
ALLIES, AND THE CRISIS OF
AMERICAN POWER
Release Date: 2017

DANIEL YERGIN
THE PRIZE:
THE EPIC QUEST FOR OIL,
MONEY AND POWER
Release Date: 2018
Deemed “the best history of oil
ever written” by Business Week
and with more than 300,000
copies in print, Daniel Yergin’s
Pulitzer Prize-winning account
of the global pursuit of oil, money,
and power has been extensively
updated to address the current
energy crisis.

—

—

—

Newly assertive authoritarian states
sense an opportunity to resurrect
old empires or build new ones at
America’s expense. The book
explains why the USA needs a new
strategy that uses strong alliance
networks to raise the costs of military
aggression in the new century.

ROBERT M GATES
A PASSION FOR LEADERSHIP:
LESSONS ON CHANGE AND
REFORM FROM FIFTY YEARS
OF PUBLIC SERVICE
Release Date: 2018

DAVID F SCHMITZ
BRENT SCOWCROFT:
INTERNATIONALISM AND
POST-VIETNAM WAR AMERICAN
FOREIGN POLICY
Release Date: 2017

The author offers the ultimate
insider’s look into how leaders
with simple plans and faithful
execution can transform large
organisations and companies and
reform organisational culture. He
also states that great leaders listen
and respond to their teams and
embrace the power of compromise.

The author of the book presents
how Brent Scowcroft shaped
American foreign policy after the
Vietnam War.

—

RICHARD SUSSKIND
DANIEL SUSSKIND
THE FUTURE OF THE
PROFESSIONS
Release Date: 2018

JOSEPH S NYE JR
IS THE AMERICAN CENTURY
OVER?
Release Date: 2017

Authors of the book forecast
the future trends of professions,
while also discussing the types of
artificial intelligence systems that
will take over humans’ job.

Joseph Nye attempts to explain
why the American century is far
from over and what the US must
do to retain its lead in an era of
increasingly diffuse power politics.
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ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI
THE GRAND CHESSBOARD:
AMERICAN PRIMACY AND ITS
GEOSTRATEGIC IMPERATIVES
Release Date: 2017

HELMUT KOHL
WORRYING ABOUT EUROPE:
AN APPEAL
Release Date: 2016

As the twentieth century drew
close, the United States emerged
as the world’s only superpower.
Yet the critical question facing
America remains unanswered:
What should be the nation’s
global strategy for maintaining
its position in the world?

This volume by Helmut Kohl is a
personal appeal to the European
community not to forget about the
concept of a united Europe. The
German Chancellor’s warnings
and suggestions have never been
more relevant.

—

—
BETH A FISCHER
THE REAGAN REVERSAL:
FOREIGN POLICY AND THE
END OF THE COLD WAR
Release Date: 2017

GLENN HUBBARD
TIM KANE
BALANCE
Release Date: 2016

The author, perhaps the greatest
expert on Ronald Reagan’s foreign
policy, introduces readers to the
American president’s foreign
policy strategies which contributed
to the end of the Cold War.

All global powers have eventually
failed. What are the lessons to
be learned? Authors of the book
present the rise and fall of societies
through the latest results of the
history of politics, economics, and
psychology.

—
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AHMET DAVUTOĞLU
STRATEGIC DEPTHS
Release Date: 2016

HENRY KISSINGER
WORLD ORDER
Release Date: 2015

Professor Ahmet Davutoğlu,
former Prime Minister of Turkey,
offers a look at international
relations and geopolitics in the 21st
century from a new perspective:
that of a state which is gradually
becoming a key actor of these
processes.

The Nobel Peace Prize-winning
political thinker seeks answer to
the historic challenge of the 21st
century: amidst the ideological
extremes and clashing historical
visions, with our world of
ever increasing technological
complexity, how can we create
a common world order to
ensure peace?

UPCOMING PUBLICATIONS IN THE SERIES

ROBERT KAGAN
THE WORLD AMERICA MADE
Release Date: 2015

RICHARD ALDOUS
REAGAN AND THATCHER:
THE DIFFICULT RELATIONSHIP
Release Date: 2019

Robert Kagan’s internationally
acclaimed book offers a wellreasoned explanation of the results
of America’s leading position in
the world and presents historical
examples to demonstrate the
risks of changing the current
world order.

Historians have described the
relationship between Reagan and
Thatcher as an example of the
“special relationship” between the
United States and Britain. But, as
Richard Aldous argues, Reagan
and Thatcher clashed repeatedly
while carefully cultivating a
harmonious image for the public.

—

—
HENRY KISSINGER
ON CHINA
Release Date: 2014

ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI
BRENT SCOWCROFT
DAVID IGNATIUS
AMERICA AND THE WORLD:
CONVERSATIONS ON THE
FUTURE OF AMERICAN FOREIGN
POLICY
Release Date: 2019

As the most influential political
advisor of the 20 th century,
Kissinger played a crucial role in
the US’s opening towards China,
which fundamentally changed the
world order. The volume recounts
this historic process by providing
both an analysis and a personal
account.

—

—

In America and the World, two
of the most respected figures in
American foreign policy dissect
the challenges facing the US today:
the Middle East, Russia, and China,
among others. In spontaneous
conversations, the three authors
explore their agreements and
disagreements.

ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI
STRATEGIC VISION: AMERICA
AND THE CRISIS OF GLOBAL
POWER
Release Date: 2013

CAI FANG
DEMYSTIFYING CHINA’S
ECONOMY DEVELOPMENT
Release Date: 2019

In his book, Zbigniew Brzezinski,
American politician and
geostrategist, ponders how the
status of the US as a super power
changes in the new world order,
what strategies the different
nations follow, and how China,
as an aspiring leader, can influence
the shifting of power relations.

The book explains why China’s
opening-up policy can boost the
rapid growth of its economy. Based
on concrete facts and economic
logic, it offers a brief introduction
to the history of China’s successful
development, which has
unprecedentedly helped improve
people’s lives and community
welfare over the past 30 years.
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ROBERT D KAPLAN
THE REVENGE OF GEOGRAPHY:
WHAT THE MAP TELLS US
ABOUT COMING CONFLICTS
AND THE BATTLE AGAINST FATE
Release Date: 2019

JÁNOS KOKES
HUNGARIAN MEMORIES IN
THE CZECH REPUBLIC
Release Date: 2015
The unusual guidebook presents
the common history of Hungary
and the Czech Republic, then
guides the reader through seven
regions, while recounting the story
of each location with Hungarian
memories.

The author builds on the insights,
discoveries, and theories of great
geographers and geopolitical
thinkers of the recent and distant
past to look back at critical pivots
in history, and then to look forward
at the evolving global scene.

—

UPCOMING PUBLICATIONS IN THE SERIES

ODD ARNE WESTAD
RESTLESS EMPIRE:
CHINA AND THE WORLD
SINCE 1750
Release Date: 2019

ATTILA NOVÁK
ZSUZSANNA SHIRI
HUNGARIAN MEMORIES
IN ISRAEL
Release Date: 2019

As the twenty-first century dawns,
China stands at a crossroads. The
largest and most populous country
on earth, and currently the world’s
second biggest economy, China
has recently reclaimed its historic
place at the centre of global affairs
after decades of internal chaos and
disastrous foreign relations.

The third volume in the Hungarian
Memories guidebook series depicts
the history of cities, buildings, and
locations with Hungarian memories
in Israel, including what it means
to be Hungarian in the Holy Land,
what kind of Hungarian traces,
Hungarian-related editorials, clubs
and associations can be found in
the area.

HUNGARIAN MEMORIES SERIES
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ISTVÁN KOVÁCS
MIKLÓS MITROVICS
HUNGARIAN MEMORIES
IN POLAND
Release Date: 2017

ISTVÁN KOVÁCS
MIKLÓS MITROVICS
HUNGARIAN MEMORIES
IN POLAND (IN POLISH)
Węgiereskie pamiątki w polsce
Release Date: 2019

The unique guidebook presents
the common history of Hungary
and Poland, then guides the reader
through voivodeships, while
narrating the story of each location
with Hungarian memories.

The Polish-language edition of the
Hungarian Memories in Poland
volume that was published in 2017
in the Hungarian language, now
enlarged with several chapters.
Thus, it becomes an adjustable
volume for the dissemination of
knowledge.

TIBOR FRANK
TAMÁS MAGYARICS
HANDOUTS FOR U.S. HISTORY:
A STUDY GUIDE AND
WORKBOOK
Release Date: 2018

ATTILA NOVÁK
ZSUZSANNA SHIRI
HUNGARIAN MEMORIES
IN ISRAEL (IN HEBREW)

לארשיב תירגנוה תשרומ
Release Date: 2019

The Hebrew-language edition of
the Hungarian Memoirs in Israel
aimed at letting the people of
Israel know about the Hungarian
memories of the country that this
volume depicts.

The new expanded and updated
edition of the 1999 textbook in
English, discussing the history
of the United States through a
theoretical approach.

—

TEXTBOOKS

CENTRAL EUROPE AND THE
VISEGRAD COOPERATION:
HISTORICAL AND POLICY
PERSPECTIVES
PÉTER STEPPER (ed.)
Release Date: 2018

AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE
THINKERS
TAMÁS MAGYARICS (ed.)
Release Date: 2017

The book was compiled with a
series of foreign and Hungarian
partner institutions. Published
in English, the book lets foreign
students get an insight into
the evolution of a common V4
perspective.

The volume presents the diversity
of American conservative thinking
after World War II. Authors of the
volume include figures known in
Hungary, such as Milton Friedman
or Robert Kagan, and doctors
of law unknown to Hungarian
readers, such as Robert Bork.

—

—
MÓZES CSOMA
HISTORY OF KOREA:
HISTORICAL COMPARISON OF
THE TWO KOREAN STATES
Release Date: 2018

C J JENSEN
D H MCELREATH
MELISSA GRAVES
INTRODUCTION TO
INTELLIGENCE STUDIES
Release Date: 2017

In the past years, the situation
on the Korean Peninsula has
become one of the most important
issues of international politics.
The monograph written by
Ko r e a n i s t M óze s C s o m a
presents the history of the
peninsula from the ancient
times to recent developments.

The volume provides insight into
the challenges of intelligence
in the post-9/11 era and the
latest intelligence techniques.
In the world of global economic
instability and international
terrorism, maintaining efficiency
is at stake.
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MARK M LOWENTHAL
INTELLIGENCE:
FROM SECRET TO POLICY
Release Date: 2017

MARIE-HELEN MARAS
THE CRC PRESS TERRORISM
READER
Release Date: 2016

Veteran intelligence expert Mark
Lowentahl’s detailed account of
the history and structure of the
Intelligence Community, as well
as the ways in which its work
influences political decision
making.

With the help of the newest
theoretical and practical
research results, the author
analyses terrorism with academic
thoroughness. The book offers
insight into the inner world of
terrorist organisations and
the working methods of antiterrorism government agencies.

—

—
ROLAND DANNREUTHER
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY:
THE CONTEMPORARY AGENDA
Release Date: 2016

ALFRED ROLINGTON
THE STRATEGIC INTELLIGENCE
FOR THE 21ST CENTURY:
THE MOSAIC METHOD
Release Date: 2015

The author seeks answers to key
questions in connection with security
challenges emerging after the Cold
War. The volume contributes to a
better understanding of theoretical
and practical issues of the
everchanging international security
scene.

Digitalisation creates an evergrowing volume of data. The
globalised world, based on
interconnectedness, has also
ushered in a new era in the field
of intelligence. Alfred Rolington
presents a strategy capable of
meeting the challenges of the
21st century.

—
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NEW MOON: THE QUEST OF
TURKISH FOREIGN POLICY IN
THE 21ST CENTURY
TAMÁS PÉTER BARANYI
KINGA SZÁLKAI (eds.)
Release Date: 2016

PÉTER MARTON
ISTVÁN BALOGH
PÉTER RADA
SECURITY STUDIES
Release Date: 2015

In the nearly 100 years it has been
proclaimed a republic, Turkey
became a regionally-recognised
power, making it possible to
promote its interests better.
The volume summarises and
analyses the geopolitical factors
of the Turkish Republic.

Beyond offering a global approach
to security policy, the book
discusses the security issues
of the Visegrad region. Areas
examined within the realm of
security include economy, society,
sanitation, military, and terrorism.

UPCOMING PUBLICATIONS IN THE SERIES

TAMÁS MAGYARICS
A HISTORY OF US FOREIGN
POLICY
Release Date: 2014

SECURITY POLICY CORVINAE
TAMÁS PÉTER BARANYI
KINGA SZÁLKAI
LUCA E SZARKA (eds.)
Release Date: 2019

The second edition of Tamás
Magyarics’s textbook, expanded
with several chapters, maps, and
photos. The volume follows the
evolution of US foreign policy
from the birth of the country until
the events of the previous decade.

Security Policy Corvinae is a joint
publication written by AJKC, the
Corvinus Society for Foreign
Affairs & Culture, and the National
University of Public Service.
It aims to cover the current issues
of security on a global scale
from a distinctively Hungarian
perspective.

—

—
PÉTER MARTON
FOREIGN POLICY ANALYSIS:
CONCEPTS AND METHODS
Release Date: 2013

MÓZES CSOMA
A HISTORY OF KOREA:
HISTORICAL COMPARISON OF
THE TWO KOREAN STATES (IN
ENGLISH)
Release Date: 2019

The volume is a textbook by Péter
Marton, presenting the dilemmas
and methods of foreign policy
analysis through the theoretical
results of modern international
literature, as well as national and
international examples.

—

—

In the past years, the situation
on the Korean Peninsula has
become one of the most important
issues of international politics.
The monograph written by
Ko r e a n i s t M óze s C s o m a
presents the history of the
peninsula from the ancient
times to recent developments.

JENŐ HORVÁTH
LÁSZLÓ CSICSMANN
BEÁTA PARAGI
THE HISTORY OF INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS, 1941–1991
Release Date: 2013

CENTRAL EUROPE AND THE
VISEGRAD COOPERATION:
HISTORICAL AND POLICY
PERSPECTIVES (IN HUNGRAIAN)
PÉTER STEPPER (ed.)
Release Date: 2019

The volume is a textbook for
university students enrolled in
international relations studies
programmes, as well as causal
readers interested in the history
of diplomacy. The work is an
ideal blend of university notes
and textbook.

The book was compiled with a
series of foreign and Hungarian
partner institutions. Published
in English, the book lets foreign
students get an insight into
the evolution of a common V4
perspective.
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